


New Home, New Hope 


Women ready for 
reeducation in 


pretty pink building 
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By Alan Shaw 

T he metallic rasp of rev- 
eille interrupted the 
interns’ dreams. As 
usual, everyone in the 
room rose quickly. It was 6 
am, almost first light, with the 
promise of a clear spring day. 

After washing faces and 
brushing teeth, hundreds of 
women wearing red uniforms 
were called to line up in the 
corridors of Xin’an Reeducation 
Unit on March 15. 

“Today we plan to move to 
a new reeducation unit with a 
beautiful environment,” said Su 
Xiangrong, head of team no. 7 
in a calm voice. 

“It will help you to reedu- 
cate yourself, and we have sev- 
eral following requests before 
dismissal...” They listened in si- 
lence. 

“I did not feel very excited at 
the news as I had not expected 
too much from the new home 
at first,” recalls Ms. Huang, a 
team no. 7 intern reeducated for 
drug addiction. 

Pack up for leaving 

Each of the 18 women in the 
room was allocated a big red 
plastic bag to fill with everyday 
products, and a white rope to 
tie up their quilts. 

Ms. Gao, Huang’s roommate, 
took up her brush, cup, towel 
and plain clothes and stuffed 
them in the bag. Others helped 
each other tighten the quilts. 

It was nearly 7:30 when 
all the things were ready, and 
then breakfast. They finished 
off their salty duck eggs and 
steamed bread in about half an 
hour. 

Huang and her dozens of 


mates stepped out of the 
21 -year-old building. She says 
she sneaked a final peek at the 
room where she had been de- 
tained for two months. 

Lining up in five files, they 
placed all the bags into trucks. 
Then 50 interns and five police 
officials boarded a Dandong 
Huanghai bus. 

Going home feeling 

The drivers started their en- 
gines. It was a clear day with a 
light breeze. It was Gao’s first 
bus trip in three months. The 
last time she and others had 
taken a bus to the Heaven River 
Reeducation Unit was to watch 
a performance by other interns 
on December 26, 2001 to cele- 
brate the coming new year. 

“I felt like I was going home, 
the trees green, and my heart 
swelled a little,” says Gao, with 
a gentle smile as she recalls the 
bus exiting through the door 
of Beijing Xin’an Reeducation 
Unit. 

Soon the bus came to the 
gate of Beijing Women’s Reed- 
ucation Unit, which leads to a 
gray yard. Carved wrought-iron 
girders define the new gate. 
Warm rooms, tasty dishes 

The accommodation build- 
ings there were painted pink 
to represent warmth and tol- 
erance, said an official of the 
Beijing Bureau of Reeducation- 
through-labor Administration. 
All the roofs are red and blue. 

“The pink building is so pret- 
ty,” Huang says she said to 
herself when she first saw the 
apartments. “I felt so warm the 
minute I entered the room. I had 
not imagined the government 
would establish such a fancy en- 


vironment for us. You know, it is 
really like the residential apart- 
ments around here.” 

“My original image of the re- 
education unit was one of high 
walls,” says Gao. 

Bags in hand, the interns 
ascended through the ivy-laced 
stairwell. A Toshiba projection 
TV came into sight as they 
stepped onto the second floor 
where Gao and Huang’s rooms 
are located. 

“It was really like a big hall 
for activities,” says Huang of her 
first glimpse of her apartments. 
“I felt at ease in such an apart- 
ment with a wide view.” “Fewer 
people share bigger rooms,” says 
Huang. “All the windows are 
equipped with movable doors, 
and the pure white window cur- 
tain with flowers is very clean.” 

The washrooms include a 
special flushing machine de- 
signed for women, a Bureau of- 
ficial said. 

Newcomers were surprised 
to find a library on each floor. 
“I like to read love stories,” says 
Ms. Zhang, of team no.3. She is 
holding up a book by Xi Juan, a 
popular Taiwan romance writ- 
er, on the second floor. 

After tidying the room, they 
went to lunch in the canteen. 
“Chicken pieces, celery, cauli- 
flower, baozi dumplings, fruits 
and many other dishes are 
served,” says Huang later. 

“I would like to behave as 
well as I can to go home early,” 
says Gao, who began her reed- 
ucation period last August. “If 
I can shorten my term, maybe 
I can leave this May,” she says. 
Her eyes narrow as she breaks 
into a grin. 


Labor through Re-education 

By Alan Shaw 

Beijing female detainees moved from the 
21 -year-old Beijing Xin’an Reeducation Unit 
to the newly built Beijing Women’s Reedu- 
cation Unit in the morning of March 15 in a 
secure and orderly way. The four-hour-long 
home moving is the first wholesome one for 
reeducation units in the city since 1949. 

Reeducation-through-labor in China is a 
method of education for those who have com- 
mitted light violations of law. 

Detainees must be no younger than 16. 
They include those who solicit for prostitutes, 
who do not mend their ways after re-educa- 
tion, inveterate gamblers, vendors of illegal 
publications, drug addicts and traffickers and 
others. 

Detainees are legally entitled to person- 
ality dignity, away from scorn, corporal pun- 
ishment and maltreatment. They are entitled 
to cultural education and voting rights. They 
also have legal rights to labor safety, rest and 
family meetings. 

Unit deputy superintendent Zhu Xiaoli said 
the detainees could weave sweaters, make 
toys, and learn tailoring and computers from 
textbooks provided by the Ministry of Jus- 
tice. 

Detainees usually do little physical labor 
these days, and they can meet with families 
at regular intervals, and those who exhibit 
good behavior are entitled to live with their 
family member at the unit, Zhu added. Reed- 
ucation-through-labor term lasts one to three 
years. 

The Reeducation-through-labor Unit 
guards are responsible for managing and 
educating the detainees in the principle of 
“Education, Reclaim and Retrieval”. 

Reeducation-through-labor was approved 
and implemented by the Standing Committee 
of China’s parliament, the National People’s 
Congress (NPC) on August 3, 1957. The Tri- 
al Regulation on Reeducation-through-labor 
approved by the State Council on January 
21, 1982 offers more detailed explanations 
about it. 


Visiting Peres 
Picks Politics 
over Poetry 


Israeli foreign minister comes 
to capital on flying visit 

By Zhang Xiaoxia 

Israeli Foreign Minister Shimon Peres dis- 
cussed poets, watchmakers and peacemak- 
ing in an interview with Beijing Today at 
the Diaoyutai State Guesthouse in the spring 
breeze on Monday. 

The 79-year-old foreign minister shared 
his continuing affection for China and his 
willingness to work for peace. But Peres’ visit 
was brief. “I have to shorten it,” he said, “be- 
cause I have to be back home.” 

“I came to conclude the 10 years and to co- 
operate another 10 years,” said Peres of the 
10th anniversary of the establishment of the 
China-Israel diplomatic relationship. 

Noting China’s high rate of economic growth, 
World Trade Organization entry and successful 
Olympic bid, Peres said he saw big changes on 
the streets of the capital city. 

“Coming to Beijing, my first impression 
now is no bicycles, only cars. When I came 
last time, the streets were full of bicycles. 
I see people are better dressed, eat better 
food.” 

He concluded from this that the Chinese 
people believe in the country’s progress, but 
that this progress did not come without pain. 
He compared China to a caterpillar. 

“When the worm begins to feel pains in 
the shoulder, which is not easy, it’s because 
the wings are beginning to grow,” he said. 

“So I can see the pains of China is in the 
shoulders because China is transforming her- 
self from a land worm to be an economic but- 
terfly.” 

Upon being told that the distance be- 
tween the Israeli and Palestinian embassies 
in Beijing was less than two kilometers, Peres 
laughed and said the distance between the 
two sides was even shorter back home. 

“Our ambassador can meet the Palestin- 
ians, the Syrians, everybody. He is free,” he 
said. 

He suggested they all meet in a local 
teahouse with “good Chinese black tea”. 

All sides yearn for peace, said Peres. “On 
the one hand, everybody is all angry and on 
the other hand, everybody wants more peace,” 
he said, “You know, people are complicated.” 

He hoped for a cease-fire. “Good neigh- 
bors are better than good guns,” he said, quot- 
ing an Israeli saying, “Instead of fighting the 
darkness, light a candle.” 

Acknowledging that seemingly intractable 
processes continue to damage life in the Mid- 
dle East, Peres saw hope in an accelerating 
process: globalization. 

“Today take the young people all over the 
world - they have not only a local patriotism, 
but also a world patriotism. All of them would 
like to have the same jeans, the same T-shirt, 
the same music. 

“The same terrible food,” he added, laugh- 
ing. “You know - Coca-Cola, terrible Coca-Co- 
la, terrible McDonald’s. Because they want 
to be alike. They don’t want people to distin- 
guish who is poor, who is black, who is white, 
who is man, who is woman.” 

(Continued on page 2) 


City Announces Olympic Action Plan 


By Xiao Rong 

Beijing pledged to eliminate sand- 
storms by 2005 as part of it Olympic 
Action Plan released yesterday after- 
noon. 

Mayor Liu Qi, president of the 
Beijing Organizing Committee for the 
Olympic Games (BOCOG), introduced 
the committee’s guidelines on prepa- 
ratory work for the Games. 

The mayor said top priority was 


attracting more professional talent to 
the committee. Next was preparation 
of bidding projects for sports venues in 
the latter half of the year. Finally, land 
preparation along the Olympic Green 
is to be completed by the end of the 
year. 

A total 1.44 billion yuan will be 
spent constructing 19 venues. 

Thirty-seven sports venues, 32 in 
Beijing and five in other cities, will be 


used. Renovation of the venues and con- 
struction of the Olympic Green will cost 
another 1.94 billion yuan, said Liu Jing- 
min, city vice mayor, at the conference. 

Further efforts will be made to build 
up a sound ecological foundation for the 
city by developing more forest area and 
promoting organic agriculture. By 2007, 
forest coverage of the city will amount 
to 50 percent of its total area. 

Mayor Liu outlined five themes: the 


general strategic concept, the construc- 
tion of sports venues and related facili- 
ties, the development of the ecological 
environment and municipal infrastruc- 
ture, social environment construction 
and support measures ensuring the suc- 
cess of the Games. 

Beijing Municipal Government and 
the Beijing Organizing Committee for 
the Olympic Games officially announced 
the plan. 
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China to Launch 
Campaign against 
Illegal Migration 

Chinese police are to launch a nationwide 
crackdown on illegal migration. 

The campaign was unveiled in Beijing on 
Monday at a national conference on combating 
illegal migration. It is scheduled to begin on 
April 1. 

Action will center on illegal mass emigration 
by boat, stowaways hiding in shipping contain- 
ers, and foreigners illegally using China as a 
transit route. Authorities also said the rapid 
repatriation of illegal migrants in China was a 
vital part of the campaign. 

Participants at the Ministry of Public Secu- 
rity-sponsored conference said illegal emigra- 
tion still exists in some areas of China due to 
the impact of worldwide illegal migration and 
international criminal gangs. 

Zhao Yongji, Vice-Minister of Public Secu- 
rity, urged police departments to adopt different 
methods to “dig out” the so-called “snake heads”, 
or human traffickers. 

He also called for united efforts by different 
public security departments and more cooper- 
ation with foreign counterparts in information 
exchange and action. 

Police arrested 9,465 stowaways in 2001, a 
decrease of 18 percent from the previous year. 
A total of 1,405 alleged “snake heads” were 
arrested last year; 229 were convicted. 

(Xinhua) 

Visiting Peres Picks 
Politics over Poetry 

(Continued from Page 1) 

Peres and Prime Minister Ariel Sharon do not 
seem too alike: they belong to different parties. 
Peres said he saw no choice but to cooperate after 
the election. 

“I can be in the opposition and make speeches for 
peace,” says Peres, “but then I should be a poet.” 

His job was to cooperate with the right, join 
the government and create a majority for peace, 
he said. 

“If I was outside the government, my speeches 
for peace would be wonderful,” he said. 

“If I want to write poems, I should leave the 
government. If you want me to build a majority 
then I have to stay in the government.” 

Choosing the political path of negotiating for 
peace was, he said, a little like being a watch- 
maker. But a watchmaker can stop the watch 
and then repair it. 

“A politician must repair the watch without 
stopping the watch,” he said. 

At the end of the interview, Peres wrote a 
note to Beijing readers wishing China a brighter 
future. 



China’s Afghan 
Aid Arrives 

By Xiao Rong 

The first plane touched down in Kabul 
on Monday after a two-hour flight from 
Kashgar Airport in northwest China’s 
Xinjiang Uygur Autonomous Region. 

The Chinese government will pack 
30 million yuan (about US$3.6 million) 
urgent humanitarian assistance aboard a 
succession of plane bound for the Afghan 
interim administration. 

The assistance promised last Decem- 
ber includes medical appliances and 
equipment, medicine, sports facilities and 
stationery. 

Some first-aid medicine and medical 
equipment is also being sent to Afghan- 
istan to help the country recover from 
the earthquakes on Wednesday, said Sun 
Yuxi, Chinese ambassador to Afghani- 
stan at a press conference yesterday. 



Xinhua Photos 


Soccer Riot 
Shames Xi’an 


Xi’an has been banned from hosting any further first- division soccer matches this 
season , after fans clashed with police and set fire to a stand and a police van at the 
end of last Sunday’s first- division match between Sha’anxi Guoli and Qingdao Hainiu. 
The match ended in a 3-3 draw . After investigating this season’s first soccer riot, the 
Chinese Football Association (CFA) announced in Beijing Wednesday that the organiz- 
ers of the controversial match would be fined 100,000 yuan and barred from hosting 
Sha’anxi Guoli’s home matches for the rest of the season . 
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Outraged Surfer Pursues 
‘Free E-mail for Life’ Service 

263.net decides to charge mailbox fee 


By Xiao Rong 

One of its 12 million free 
e-mail users sued 263.net yes- 
terday, accusing the company of 
breach of contract. 

Xu Xilong, the plaintiff, spoke 
out against the company’s 
announcement that it would begin 
charging for its e-mail service 
from May 21. 

Criticism and arguments flew 
after the decision last Monday. 

The company, the first Chinese 
website to provide free e-mail and 
still one of the country’s most pop- 
ular sites, will begin charging five 
yuan per month or 50 yuan a year 
for its mailboxes. 

“263.net has transgressed our 
contract for breaking its promise 
of providing a lifetime of free 
e-mail service for users,” Xu told 
Beijng Today. 

The case is China’s second 
online contract dispute. Nasdaq- 
based Sina.com, one of China’s 
largest web portals, also encoun- 
tered a similar lawsuit last Sep- 
tember when it cut the memory of 
inboxes in its free e-mail service 
to five megabytes from 50 mega- 
bytes. 

Lai Yunpeng, a lawyer from 
Tianjin, charged Sina.com for uni- 
laterally modifying the contract 
between them, which has brought 
much inconvenience to him and 
other users. Sina.com finally won 
the lawsuit. 

Lai appealed to the Beijing No. 
1 Intermediate People’s Court, 
and the final trial has yet to 
begin. 

Interviewed by Beijing Today , 
Zhang Jialin, chief judge of the 
Sina case, stressed that any 
customers who have signed a 
form contract with products or 
service provider must abide by 
the clauses of the contract. 


“In this case, Sina.com stated 
in its form contract that it has 
the right to alter or end its 
e-mail service, and so any e-mail 
users who signed the form con- 
tract by clicking the mouse are 
regarded as agreeing to this pre- 
condition. But Sina.com had pre- 
viously made an announcement of 
its reduction of mailbox memory,” 
said Zhang. 

Customers are free to switch 
to other e-mail service providers 
if they don’t agree with the con- 
tract modification. 

“The 263.net case is similar to 
that of Sina.com’s case,” he said, 
“regarding disputes over Inter- 
net service rights between service 
providers and users.” 

But Lai Yunpeng insisted 
Sina.com has infringed on the 
rights of its mailbox users. “It is 
stipulated in the Contract Law of 
China that any clauses in a form 
contract exempting the responsi- 
bilities of contract makers while 
increasing consumers’ duties are 
deemed as invalid clauses,” he 
told Beijing Today. 

“So the unilateral revision of 
the form contract by Sina.com is 
unjustified according to the Con- 
tract Law. If such behavior were 
not stopped by the court, similar 
disputes between service provid- 
ers and consumers like the case 
of 263.net will continue to occur,” 
he said. 

As the lawyer to the plaintiff 
of 263.net case, Zhang Ren told 
Beijing Today he was confident of 
winning the suit. 

“263.net has promised in its 
form contract to provide perma- 
nent free e-mail services to its 
registered users. So its unilateral 
modification of the contract by 
charging its users for e-mail ser- 
vices is invalid.” 


Huang Mingsheng, president 
of263.net, claimed their charging 
for an original free e-mail service 
was lawful, as the company had 
announced the decision to users 
two months in advance. 

As to its promise of providing 
lifelong free e-mail service, 
263.net rejected any further 
explanations to Beijing Today. 

“If 263.net has promised to 
provide permanent free e-mail 
service and later altered, then it 
is against the basic principle of 
our Civil Law, which is honesty 
and credit. 

“Moreover, both the Consumer 
Law and the Contract Law of 
our country have inclined towards 
protection of the valid rights of 
consumers in certain clauses. In 
this case, 263.net cannot exempt 
its responsibilities by unilaterally 
changing its former promises,” said 
Wang Weiguo, a professor at the 
China University of Political Sci- 
ence & Law. 

“The market economy is actu- 
ally a contract economy, demand- 
ing both parties of the contract 
abide by basic rules. And the 
Law tries to balance the interests 
of both, especially those of the 
consumers,” said Zhang Yufeng, 
director of Huacheng Law Office. 

Confident as Xu may be, 
whether or not 263.net will lose 
the suit remains to be seen. Zhang 
Ren said he hoped domestic inter- 
net service providers like 263.net 
and Sina.com would increase their 
awareness of the law as they 
change business policies. 

“Whether 263.net loses or not 
this time, it’s certain it will lose 
lots of customers by infringing on 
their valid rights, even though 
it aims to offer upgraded e-mail 
service by charging,” said Zhang 
Ren. 


Chinese Internet Firms Pledge Self-Discipline 


More than 100 Chinese Internet companies 
signed a public pledge on Tuesday to promote self- 
discipline in the country’s Internet industry. 

The pledge stresses the establishment of a “self- 
disciplinary mechanism” aiming to advance the 
“healthy and orderly development of the Internet 
industry in China”. 

The signatories agreed that patriotism, obser- 
vance of the law, fairness and trustworthiness 
were the basic principles of self-discipline for the 
industry. 


The pledge encourages “lawful, fair and orderly” 
competition and emphasizes the importance of the 
protection of intellectual property, network secu- 
rity and the elimination of deleterious information 
from the Internet. 

China has promulgated a series of laws and reg- 
ulations relating to the management of the Inter- 
net, such as the recent decision on safeguarding 
Internet security enacted by the Standing Com- 
mittee of the National People’s Congress. 

(Xinhua) 


Techno Tag to Tame Bike Chaos 

By Shan Jinliang 

Every bicycle-owner in Beijing will have to 
apply for a new identification tag as of April 
1. The authorities hope the new tags will help 
bring the city’s chaotic bicycle situation under 
control. 

“A 2001 spot check revealed that over 1,300 
bicycles out of 2,000 inspected had no tags 
or licenses,” said Zhang Jingli, director of the 
Beijing Public Security Bureau of Traffic Admin- 
istration. “The city’s overall number of registered 
bicycles was over 10 million by the end of the last 
year, which is much less than the real number.” 

Zhang says the 2002 bicycle tag will improve 
on its tatty 10-year-old predecessor by being 
more hard-wearing, difficult to fake and dan- 
gerous to steal. The details of the new tag will 
be registered in the network of the city’s traffic 
administration, making it easier to track down 
lost and stolen bikes. Each tag will carry a nine- 
digit code, which the administration will also 
carve into the steel frame of more expensive 
bicycles. 

Previously, said Zhang, all information on Bei- 
jing’s bikes was listed in a manual card system. 
“The bicycle management network is inefficient, 
making it hard to find lost bicycles,” he said. 

Bicycles in Dongcheng, Xicheng, Chongwen 
and Xuanwu Districts are to be the first to 
have their tags changed, followed by Chaoyang, 
Haidian, Shijingshan and other suburban dis- 
tricts. The whole process is scheduled to finish by 
the end of this year. Bicycles without 2002 tags 
will be barred from Beiiing’s streets from March 
1, 2003. 

Owners must show an invoice when buying a 
tag for a new bicycle; if he or she wants to regis- 
ter an old bicycle, they must return the old tag 
and license. 

This year’s tax is 4 yuan; owners of old bicy- 
cles who have not paid last year’s tax will have 
to pay 8 yuan. Payments can be made at 44 non- 
motor vehicles registration sites. 

Festival Eyes Asian Architecture 

By WangDandan 

An avant-garde architectural project close to 
the Great Wall at Badaling is set to feature at 
this year’s Venice Biennial, Europe’s most pres- 
tigious arts festival. 

The “Commune By The Great Wall” is the 
work of 12 young architects from across Asia. 
Rocco Yim from Hong Kong is responsible for 
the overall planning, and the distinguished con- 
temporary Chinese artist Ai Weiwei is the land- 
scape designer. The Commune is being developed 
by Redstone Industries, owned by celebrity real 
estate couple Pan Shiyi and Zhang Xin. 

The first phase of the Commune includes 11 
villas and one clubhouse, each designed by one of 
the twelve Asian architects. 

“It is time now that Asian architects take the 
stage. The reason we chose young architects is 
that they have avant-garde ideas. They empha- 
size concepts and insist on transcending form,” 
said Zhang Xin. 

The project began construction on February 
4, 2001; the twelve buildings of the first phase 
are scheduled to be completed on May 1 this 
year. Redstone plans to promote the develop- 
ment as a hotel. 
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Star TV Starts 
in China 

By Wang Dandan 

Star Group, a division of Rupert 
Murdoch’s News Group Asia, will 
launch its twenty-four hour, seven 
days a week (24-7) channel in the 
Pearl River Delta in South China at 
the end of this month. 

Star Group signed a contract in De- 
cember last year with China Central 
Television, China International Tele- 
vision Group and Guangdong Cable 
Television Group on the 24-7 channel 
to be launched in Guangdong Province. 
Star is the third foreign broadcaster 
to be granted access to mainland ca- 
ble viewers in affluent Guangdong, 
which borders Hong Kong. 

In October, AOL-Time Warner’s 
Chinese-language channel China En- 
tertainment Television and Hong 
Kong-listed Phoenix Satellite Televi- 
sion, which is 38 per cent-owned by 
News Corp., also won approvals. 

In return, Star has agreed to air 
CCTV’ Channel 9, an English lan- 
guage news and current affairs chan- 
nel in San Francisco and Los Angeles 
through its US sister company Fox 
Cable Networks from April. 

No Layoffs 
at HP China - Yet 

By Wang Dandan 

The 19.5 billion dollar marriage be- 
tween Hewlett-Packard and Compaq 
appears to have survived a corporate 
civil war. 

Despite the best laid plans, such 
mergers often create confusion over 
dueling cultures and product lines, 
leading to defections by employees 
and customers. 

HP and Compaq will have to resolve 
culture clashes, mesh product lines 
and soothe customers amid the not- 
so-cheery atmosphere of the planned 
15,000 layoffs worldwide. 

Huang Lei, public relations spokes- 
woman for HP China, told Beijing To- 
day that up to now, the company’s 
China operation had not laid off any 
staff. “The result will come out with- 
in a few weeks”, she said. Some pa- 
pers have reported that, as there is 
some overlap in HP and Compaq’s 
business in China, a 30% cut in staff 
is expected. 

2001 China PR 
Made 2 Billion 

By Yang Xiao 

The global economy crashed in 2001 
as the Nasdaq headed south, IT firms 
(particularly dotcoms) went bankrupt, 
unemployment soared and then there 
was the 9.11 terror attack. PR firms 
as part of the service industry were 
directly impacted. But on the Chinese 
side, the effects were slight. 

According to a recent survey Chi- 
na’s public relations sector made 2 
billion yuan last year. The survey, 
released last week by China Inter- 
national Public Relations Association 
(CIPRA), shows a rise of over 33% on 
2000. 

The average increase in annual rev- 
enue for multinational agencies was 
20%. Local agencies reported better 
performance for 2001. The average 
increase in annual revenue for local 
agencies was 40%. 

There are currently over 100 PR 
firms operating in China each with more 
than 20 employees and more than three 
long-term clients. Over 10,000 PR prac- 
titioners are active nationwide. 

The PR market is focused in Beijing, 
Shanghai and Guangzhou, which ac- 
count for 60% of the total PR market, 
with Beijing ranking No. 1. 

Major sources of business fall within 
IT products and daily consumer goods. 
80% of PR firms mainly serve the IT in- 
dustry, among which 90% are local. 

Intel Digital 
Creativity 
Contest Results 

By Yang Xiao 

Chipmaker Intel announced the win- 
ners of its “2001-2002 Intel Digital Cre- 
ativity Competition” last Friday. The 
contest received 4,035 entries, from 
participants ranging from four to sev- 
enty-five years in age. The website 
www.intelcreate.com received 5 million 
hits during the course of the competi- 
tion. A total of 20 artists entered the fi- 
nal stage. 

‘With the help of Intel’s P4 proces- 
sor, we can create better artwork,” Yang 
Xu, general manager of Intel China said 
at the award presentation. He stressed 
that Intel would pay more attention to 
PC’s practical use in the future. 


INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY 

Is It the Season for Leaving? 

Almost in unison, senior managers of Compaq, Microsoft and web 
portal Sohu have stepped down 


By Yang Xiao 

Jack Gao, general manager 
of Microsoft China sent an e- 
mail earlier this month to his 
friends, “I will leave the post of 
general manager of Microsoft 
China on March 29...” before 
disappearing, to the astonish- 
ment of many. According to 
insiders at Microsoft, Gao’s 
departure is related to disuni- 
ty among senior management. 
Only a month ago Gao an- 
nounced publicly, “I have a re- 
sponsibility both to Microsoft 
and the national benefit.” 

The air is thick with ru- 
mors as to what lies behind 
Gao’s abrupt departure. Sce- 
nario One has it that Gao was 
set up as an interim leader in 
the lead up to Microsoft’s bid 
for the contract to supply office 
software to the Beijing Munici- 
pal Government. Gong Dingyu, 
who took charge of the bidding, 
did not want anybody to in- 
tervene in the project. Eventu- 
ally the government chose the 
domestically produced Kingsoft 
over the popular Microsoft soft- 
ware. Gong had been widely 
rumored to be Microsoft Chi- 



Microsoft’s Jack Gao 


na’s next G.M., but after the 
company’s failure to win the 
contract with the municipal 
government, the rumor faded 
away. 

Scenario Two puts Gao’s de- 
parture down to conflict be- 
tween him and his immediate 
superior, Microsoft Greater Chi- 
na G.M. Alex Huang. Huang 
believed Gao did not meet the 
company’s goals in 2001, espe- 



Compaq’s Alex Lee 
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cially in terms of government 
relations. In April, Microsoft 
will hold a global meeting at 
its Seattle headquarters. Gao 
has been unable to secure the 
attendance of a senior govern- 
ment minister, so he must re- 
sign before the meeting. 

No one outside the company 
appears to know exactly what is 
behind Gao’s departure, mean- 
while Huang has sent an e-mail 


to employees assuring them, “we 
will find an interim leader soon.” 
Then comes Tang Jun, general 
manager of one of Microsoft 
technical center at Shanghai. 
This Tuesday Microsoft China 
released the news that Tang 
would take in charge of business 
development, marketing, sales, 
technical support, corporate im- 
age, government relations and 
all relevant management and 
coordination in China. 

The post of general manager 
of Microsoft China is charming 
but mysterious for media. Prior 
to Gao taking over the post, Ju- 
liet Wu was at the helm, until 
she resigned. The reason wide- 
ly circulated at the time was 
that she too was merely “a fig- 
urehead”. 

On March 11 managing di- 
rector of Compaq China Alex 
Lee, resigned from his post. He 
said in an interview, “My resig- 
nation is irrelevant to the 
merger. I have thought this mat- 
ter over for months and have 
been gradually handing over 
my responsibilities during this 
period.” He knew that other em- 
ployees had handed in their res- 


ignation, “I heard about that, 
I hope they can deal with this 
sort of matter correctly.” 

Since announcing his resig- 
nation, Lee has received four 
offers from headhunting com- 
panies, all of which he has 
turned down. He plans to found 
his own high-tech company. “I 
hope I can excel in the Chinese 
IT field. The proposed compa- 
ny will engage in software re- 
search and development.” 
During the course of Gao 
and Lee’s resignation, Sohu’s 
two senior managers resigned. 
The managers were former 
founder of Chinaren.com, 
which was acquired by Sohu. 
They expressed that they would 
do business on telecommunica- 
tions in China. 

There are so many senior 
managers leaving in March. Is 
it a season for leaving? One 
unnamed consultant at a mul- 
tinational head hunting com- 
pany said, “They leave because 
they have done their full year’s 
work and handed over to the 
deputy leaders. Then they could 
leave. Therefore the date may 
be chosen in March.” 


Notebook Prices Fall Again 



By Sun Zhen 

Digital China Corporation, the 
general agent for Toshiba note- 
books in China, is advertising on 
the Internet a sales promotion of 
Toshiba notebook. It seems that 
the momentum of the price re- 
ductions on notebooks is not easy 
to slow, a fact that should please 
consumers. 

Today you can purchase a 
name brand imported notebook 
at a much lower price than just 
a month ago. In fact falling pric- 
es have been a trend since 1998, 
when some notebook manufac- 
tures started talking about “ten 
thousand yuan notebook”. From 
the dawn of 2000 there has been 
a series of price wars in notebook 
market. But what is different 
this time around is that foreign 
manufacturers have joined the 
fray. 

On March 4, 2002, Digital 
China Corporation announced an 
8-10% across the board cut in the 
prices of their notebooks, with 
some products being cut by up 
to 13%. By doing so, Toshiba be- 
came the first foreign notebook 
brand to break the price bulwark 
after China’s entering the WTO. 

At the beginning of this year, 
China began implementing the 
new tariff policy on imported IT 
products. Duties on 34 kinds of 
IT products have been reduced 
by 10%. Lu Wei, general man- 
ager of Digital China’s notebook 
department, says the cuts are 
a result of the new duty policy, 
adding that the price reduction 
would promote sales of their 
products. 

Other key players in the mar- 
ket such as NEC, Compaq and 
Dell responded immediately by 
cutting the prices. 

Compaq reduced its prices by 
12-14%, a move that brought 
it immediate benefits, with the 
company’s share in the consum- 
er market increasing by around 


2% in the space of one week. 

However HP, which ranks 8th 
in the consumer notebook mar- 
ket in China has shown little in- 
terest in dropping prices. Yuan 
Limin, manager of HP’s notebook 
sales department, told Beijing To- 
day : “To some extent, the move by 
Toshiba was just aimed at attract- 
ing the attention of the media. 
Only a few, but not the main- 
stream products, have dropped 
their prices.” Yu also said that 
HP’s goal for its notebooks in 
2002 was to rank fifth. How the 
company achieves the goal de- 
pends not on the rise or fall in 
prices but on how it evaluates 


the notebook market. The merg- 
er between HP and Compaq on 
March 20th has been hot news 
for the IT industry. Yu believes 
the merger will promote sales of 
both companies’ notebooks. 

IBM still does not have an 
obvious strategy of cutting pric- 
es. When asked how the compa- 
ny planned to keep its position, 
Tom Fang, account manager of 
IBM notebook sales department 
replied, “This year, we will con- 
tinue to develop new products to 
serve our clients, to promote sales 
and to increase their number 
of sales agents.” But the manag- 
er parried the question of price 


reduction, saying simply that 
IBM would make its prices more 
“transparent to the clients”. 

Regardless of their actual re- 
sponses to price reduction, almost 
all the notebook manufactures 
believe that price reduction is 
unavoidable during the course 
of economic globalization. When 
speaking of the big sale of note- 
books, some experts said that 
apparently it was because of 
the tariff reduction, but in fact 
it resulted from over-optimistic 
projections in 2001, which left in- 
ventories bulging with products 
to be digested in this year’s dis- 
tribution channels. 


According to the forecast of 
the China Center for Informa- 
tion Industry Development, Chi- 
na’s notebook market is still in 
a growth stage, and will keep 
growing steadily. It is predicted 
that the growth rate for the 
notebook market in China will 
reach 40-50%. Foreign manufac- 
tures are going to great lengths 
to secure a slice of the Chinese 
market, because the duty re- 
duction offers significant op- 
portunities. The foreign brands 
will compete with the domestic 
brands at the same starting 
line, and a price war between 
them is inevitable. 


LOGISTICS 

FedEx Links with Kodak Express 


By Su Wei 

Federal Express and Kodak 
announced an agreement on 
placing FedEx drop-off boxes in 
Kodak Express stores in Beijing 
this week. FedEx drop-off points 
are now available at nine Kodak 
Express stores in key business 
and commerce centers around 
the third ring road, such as the 
Kerry Center and the Kunlun 
Hotel. 

The agreement, which is in 
a six-month trial phase, is the 


first such cooperation between 
FedEx and Kodak in the Chi- 
nese mainland. 

FedEx delivery bills and en- 
velopes are also available at 
the stores, and the Kodak staff 
have been trained to assist in 
filling out the forms, weigh and 
calculate the fees for the ship- 
ments and other necessary pro- 
cedures. 

The cut-off time for parcels 
for international express will 
12 noon from Tuesday to Fri- 


day, but customers can drop off 
their parcels at any time during 
Kodak Express’ opening hours, 
from 8 a.m. to 9 p.m. Fees for cus- 
tomers using the Kodak Express 
drop-offs will be discounted by 
10% for the first six months as 
an opening promotion. 

FedEx China and Mid Pacific 
Region Director of Marketing 
Malcolm Sullivan, says the two 
companies “share the same op- 
eration value. Films brought to 
Kodak are important images to 


people. The packages to be picked 
up are also important to them!” 

Antonio M.H. Lee, Kodak’s 
General Manager of Retail and 
Channel Management, Consum- 
er Imaging, Greater Asia Region, 
expects the additional service 
will attract more customers to 
Kodak and will help Kodak ex- 
pand its services beyond film 
processing, digital imaging and 
photographic products. 

Howard Kwok, Marketing 
Manager of FedEx China em- 


phasizes, “We are just in a six 
month pilot program! There is 
much more (to this) than profit.” 
Lee agrees, saying “We do not 
care at this stage about making 
a profit or not. We focus on the 
service profile!” 

However, all expressed confi- 
dence that the new service will 
give a successful result. “ The 
more frequently we pick up ship- 
ments in Kodak, the more effi- 
cient we are proved to be!” Said 
Sullivan. 
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China to Recruit 
Agriculture Experts 

By Zhao Hongyi 

China’s most authoritative agriculture 
research institute has called on scientists to 
compete for 100 jobs, aiming to enhance the 
abilities of the nation’s 900 million farmers to 
feed a population of 1.3 billion. 

The Chinese Academy of Agricultural Sci- 
ences released its 100-million-yuan recruit- 
ment program for 25 disciplines targeting 
genetic modification technology and functional 
genomics, bioinformatics, macro-agriculture 
and agriculture-related policies and manage- 
ment and biosafety. 

The minimum annual salary of a recruited 
senior scientist will average 100,000 yuan, 
with 500,000 yuan for living accommodation 
arrangements and a 4 million-yuan budget 
for scientific research programs. 

The Academy stated in its press release that 
all positions are for five years. More details 
are available at: http://www.caas.net.cn. 

First Bank Wins 
Currency Permit 

By Wang Dandan 

The Hong Kong and Shanghai Banking Cor- 
poration (HSBC) became the first foreign bank 
to receive approval to offer foreign currency 
services in Beijing and also Shanghai. 

In May 2000, HSBC moved its China head 
office from Hong Kong to Pudong, Shanghai. 
The HSBC network on the mainland comprises 
nine branches, a sub-branch, and two repre- 
sentative offices. It is applying for a second 
sub-branch in Shanghai. 

Area to Build New 
Slab of Commerce 


By Zhao Hongyi 

The Beijing Development Area (BDA) 
administration plans to top up its industrial 
zone with a 3.5 billion yuan worth of new 
commercial area for companies, businesspeo- 
ple and local residents. Construction will start 
later this year. 

The 400,000-square-meter “business 
center” will include luxury hotels, financial 
centers, commerce and business towers, stan- 
dard apartments for senior management pro- 
fessionals, and a business and commerce 
complex. 

Established in 1994, the BDA — also known 
as Yizhuang (Yi Village) Economic & Techno- 
logical Development Area — is a municipal 
government zone targeted for overseas invest- 
ment. 

BDA has nearly 200 overseas companies 
including Bayer of Germany, Shiseido of Japan 
and a Coca Cola factory. 

“After the using up the scheduled 15 square 
kilometers of land, more and more inhabit- 
ants moved in and are living in the area, 
thanks to the fantastic environment we cre- 
ated from the very beginning of development,” 
Li Fengling, director general of BDA, told 
media earlier this week. 

“This reminds us of a business center after 
the completion of industrial facilities and res- 
idential houses. In addition, people need a 
place to relax after a day of hard work.” 

“We spent 2 million yuan inviting experts 
for the overall design of the block. People can 
do business here in the daytime and relax in 
the evenings,” she said. 
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Porsche Displays 
New Sports Car 

By Jiang Zhong 

Sports car manufacturer Porsche dem- 
onstrated its 911 Turbo at the Porsche 
Center in the city on Wednesday. 

Liu Handong, Porsche Center media 
manager, said the import showed the 
manufacturer's confidence in the Chinese 
market. Although not a big market for the 
company, sales saw steady improvement in 
the last few years. 

The 3.6-liter 911 Turbo engine features 
a flat-six cylinder configuration. With a top 
speed of 305 km/h, 0-100km/h takes just 
4.2 seconds and 0-160 km/h 9.2 seconds. 



Foreign Firms Preparing 
to Slice up Furniture Market 


By Wang Ling 

Four giant furniture compa- 
nies are swooping on the capital. 
With market investigation com- 
pleted, the four firms have been 
sighted in the city negotiating 
locations and partners. 

Lily Marlene of France, Obi 
of Germany, B&Q of the United 
Kingdom and Home Depot of 
USA have come to compete with 
Ikea. The Swedish giant got here 
first in 1998. But their rivals are 
ready. 

China’s furniture market in 
2000 was worth 2.43 billion 
yuan, 2.6 times higher than 
that of 1999. In Beijing, a rapid 
growth of finished residential 
area has seen in the past decade 
and is still increasing by more 
than 10 million square meters 
each year in the coming 10 years. 
This brings also huge demand 
for furniture and home facilities 
supply. 

And as new apartments 
sprout up across the city the 
market for secondhand housing 
- a relatively new concept in 
China and the city — is also 
booming, with redecoration and 
remodeling doubly in vogue. 

The Market Association of 
Beijing’s survey found foreign 
firms today enjoy a 10 percent 
share of the furniture market. 
Ikea’s turnover in Beijing has 


increased rapidly. In the 2000 
financial year, total Ikea sales 
increased 43.6 percent. Ikea’s 
success has encouraged its for- 
eign craft brothers to come to 
China and carve up the market. 

The association identified 
about 100 furniture market- 
places in Beijing, with more than 
30 over 10,000 square meters. 
A further 10 marketplaces are 
added each year, the survey 
revealed. 

“Beijing might have the larg- 
est number of furniture market- 
places in the world,” said Guo 
Jie, deputy secretary general of 
the association. 

“Although the demand is very 
large, the supply is enormous. 
So the competition is certain to 
be hot.” 

Ikea is a top dog in town in 
the eyes of both foreign and local 
companies. But city newcomer 
B&Q is the biggest furnishings 
company in Europe, and third 
in the world. The British com- 
pany has laid out an ambitious 
expansion program for China. 

“Although B&Q isn’t familiar 
to most Beijingers yet, we are 
confident we can profit more in 
Beijing than in Shanghai,” said 
Chen Hao, B&Q China presi- 
dent. 

The company will build 58 
stores in the next five years in 


China, he said. Beijing is top pri- 
ority. 

The foreign companies come 
to China with their own advan- 
tages and disadvantages. 

“In the long run,” said Guo, 
“the coming of foreign furniture 
companies is beneficial to the 
development of the furniture 
market.” 

“They provide customers with 
a pleasant shopping environ- 
ment, exquisite design and good 
after-sales service. But their dis- 
advantages are simpler style 
and comparatively high prices.” 

Local furniture companies 
also enjoy advantages and dis- 
advantages. 

“Their greatest merit is com- 
paratively lower prices, but the 
catch is poor management and 
deficient after-sales service.” 

Nearly one third of the local fur- 
niture marketplaces operate at a 
loss, according to the survey. Less 
than 20 percent make profits. 

“They should learn good expe- 
riences from each other, join 
hands to make the cake bigger 
and benefit all,” said Guo. 

“Two critical points should 
be taken into consideration in 
this process. One is service, and 
the other is credit. They are the 
sink-and-swim issues for both 
foreign and domestic furniture 
companies in Beijing.” 


Palio, Polo Promoters Jostle for Purses 


By Jiang Zhong 

Nanjing Fiat announced Palio’s entry into Beijing 
market on Friday morning last week. 

Costing 95,900 and 109,900 yuan, the two 1.5-liter 
models were paraded at Juyongguan Great Wall. 
Another 84,900 yuan model will be brought to the 
market in June this year. 

The company claimed some 10,000 Palios had been 
ordered since the car’s national debut in December. Its 
sales agents in Beijing said they had received 3,000 
orders, of which 250 Palios have been delivered. 

But no sooner had Palio appeared than Volkswa- 
gen Polo pounced to steal the limelight. The unpriced 
Polo came out in Beijing Monday this week, only two 
days later but won louder applause. 

‘Volkswagen has proved its reliability through its 
nearly 20 years’ presence on the Chinese auto market,” 
said Li Huajiang, a super fan of various cars. “But I 
have never driven a Fiat. None of my friends have 
either.” 

“Quality and service have a stake in auto manufac- 
turers’ success on the market.” Said Li. 

Market researchers predicted the 1.4-liter Polo 
would be priced under 130,000 yuan. 

“Polo will not impact upon Palio’s niche,” said 
Cheng. “The low price and up-to-date comfort, con- 
venience, safety, emission and engine design are our 
sales points.” 



Volkswagen’s Polo 



Fiat’s Palio Photos provided by Sina.com 


PeopleSoft Prepares for China 

By Wang Dandan 

PeopleSoft will enter the Chinese market 
at the beginning of April, according to sources 
from the company. 

Established in 1987 in California, People- 
Soft engages in management software for the 
Internet. It claims more than 4,700 organiza- 
tions in 107 countries use its products. 

The company is selling its “PeopleSoft 
8” software to China currently. But its Chi- 
nese name is still under discussion at the 
moment. 

Indian Software Expertise Arrives 

By Zhao Hongyi 

Indian software solutions and training 
provider, the National Institute of Informa- 
tion Technology (NUT), launched an educa- 
tional program in Beijing this week. 

The institute introduced its software 
teaching program to be launched in the Uni- 
versity of International Business and Econ- 
omy on Huixin Dongjie in north Beijing 

The city of Beijing says it needs at least 
40,000 software engineers and profession- 
als in the next few years. 

NIIT’s Shanghai representative office, 
the only one in China, told Beijing Today 
they will, at a right time, start its software 
development business locally. 

Symphony Telecom Launched 

By Pan Haitao/ Shan Jinliang 

AT&T President Armstrong and China 
Telecom General Manager Zhou Deqiang 
proclaimed earlier this week in Shanghai 
the birth of China’s first joint venture 
telecom corporation in Shanghai Pudong 
Economic Development Zone, Shanghai 
Symphony Telecom (SST). 

The contract broke through the policy 
barriers of China’s telecom industry, a 
Beijing Youth Daily article observed on 
March 25. 

SST will cover the terminal-to-terminal 
telecom service, enabling users to enter the 
AT&T global network through a terminal 
of China Telecom. 

“Foreign investors will march toward 
China after the end of 2002,” said Chen Jin- 
qiao of Beijing Telecom Planning & Design- 
ing Institute, “as the market will have 
reconstructed itself by then and the tele- 
com administrations will publish new clear 
laws and regulations on it.” 

Oz Bank Bags Mortgage Rights 

By Zhao Hongyi 

The race to become the first foreign firm 
on the Chinese mainland to provide mort- 
gages to Chinese consumers has been won 
by an Australian bank. 

Macquarie Securitization Shanghai, a joint 
venture between the Macquarie Bank and 
former Australian Prime Minister Paul Keat- 
ing, will accept applications from house buyers 
and conduct evaluation and processing. Loans 
will be issued by China Construction Bank. 

“Shanghai continues to grow and is the 
business center of China - it has a strong 
future and we believe there will be signifi- 
cant residential development opportunities,” 
said Steven Papadopoulos, Macquarie Prop- 
erty Group Division Director. 
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City’s Green 
Machinery 
Needs Your 
Support 

By Chen Ying 

The sinister sandstorm that swept across North 
China last week provided a timely reminder of this 
city’s need for green. 

But green space costs greenbacks and Beijing’s 
attempts to invite sponsorship of its grassy knolls so 
far has met with a mild case of the blues. 

Beijing in 1998 began its adoption program ad- 
vocating people or companies to sponsor greenbelt 
areas at 6.5 yuan a square meter. 

Parks, public lawns, residential areas, road sides, 
woods and landscaping - the city has about 100 
hectares of green up for grabs, which cost about 
500,000 yuan to maintain last year. But that’s just a 
drop in the ocean compared to the total 2,800 hect- 
ares of greenbelt in the city. 

“The government really wants to promote aware- 
ness of protecting the environment in people’s 
minds,” said Wu Shulan, an official of the Beijing 
Bureau of Parks and Landscapes. 

After signing an agreement with the administra- 
tion, adopters can tend to their patch themselves 
or front the cash for city grounds people. In ex- 
change, the government promises a signboard with 
the adopter’s name, the patch’s name, its total area 
and the terms of adoption. 

Few took up the offer. 

But the city received a strong response from the 
people of Beijing. Because of limited funds, some 
wanted to adopt a tree or a smaller slice of green- 
belt. But the administration found this concept too 
difficult to convert into economic reality. 

Companies at first showed interest. 

“But some abandoned the idea when the admin- 
istration insisted on erecting the same style of board 
and the same content on each board,” said Wu. 

Since July, no one has signed an agreement with 
Beijing Bureau of Parks and Landscapes. 

Some question the whole concept. 

“The people should be responsible for lawns. But 
is it proper to erect boards around the green space?” 
said Han Xiaoming, an economist of Renmin Uni- 
versity. 

Better to pool money into a public fund and sup- 
port another scheme, he said. 

Beijing Bureau of Parks and Landscapes Hot- 
line: 6841-9312 


Man Attacks, 
Ties up 
Students 
in Women’s 
Dormitory 

By Sun Ming 

A clinically-depressed male sophomore conduct- 
ed an abortive mugging of two female Beijing col- 
lege students last week. 

Police declined to release the name of the well- 
known university where the confessed culprit, Ma 
Zhongyi, made his bizarre attempt for freedom. 

“I’m free now,” Ma said to assembled reporters, 
as he sat handcuffed in Da Zhong Si police station. 

Ma said he had crashed into the toilets of the fe- 
male dormitory building on Tuesday midnight last 
week with one purpose in mind: in order to be cap- 
tured. 

Two students were washing their hands there. 
Ma demanded cash, threatening them with a knife 
and a fake pistol. When they refused, he tied them 
together with rope and tape. “I didn’t think more 
about it at that time,” said Ma. “I just wanted to 
commit a crime. I was also nervous. When they 
cried, I was nearly struck dumb.” 

Li Yin, a junior at the college, then entered the 
washroom. 

“I tried to run back out, but finally I was cap- 
tured by him,” Li told Beijing Youth Daily. 

“I didn’t know how and what to do,” said Ma. “I 
just said ‘Keep calm, please.’ But these words really 
did work!” 

Ma then dropped his knife and shouted to the 
tied-up women to call the police. According to a 
Beijing Youth Daily article of Wednesday last week, 
Ma then called the police himself. 

Ma says he hails from a poor family in Lanzhou, 
Gansu. He has been depressed since entering col- 
lege as he hates his major: electronics. 

“How boring! It was my dream to go to Beijing 
Medical College. But I had to choose electronics un- 
der pressure from my family members.” 

Last semester, Ma passed one and failed seven 
courses. He told his mother he wanted to quit school 
and then register for medical college examinations. 
But his mother said ‘no’. Ma’s father died in 1994. 

According to classmates, Ma is introverted with 
no friends at college, even in the city. He underwent 
psychotherapy since he was a freshman and was di- 
agnosed as suffering depression and received medi- 
cation. 

Ma said he wanted to commit suicide, but lacks 
the courage. “I hope to be put in prison, even be ex- 
ecuted by shooting,” he said. “I really want to escape 
from my life circle. I saw no other way to rescue my- 
self besides committing a crime.” 



Ma Zhongyi 



By Zeng Peng 

Visiting former Japanese for- 
eign minister Makiko Tanaka is 
taken completely by surprise when 
she stumbles into an old Mend at 
Yuyantan Park on March 24. 

Lin Liyun was once the in- 
terpreter for Tanaka’s father - 


the late Kakuei Tanaka - the 
Japanese premier who normal- 
ized diplomatic ties between Ja- 
pan and China in the 1970s. 

Lin said she and Makiko, 57, 
are old Mends and this picture 
surely proves it. They paused for 
a picture beside the park’s Japa- 


nese cherryblossom, a gift to the 
Chinese people 30 years ago by 
Makiko’s father. 

Tanaka herself was dismissed 
on January 29 by Prime Minister 
Junichiro Koizumi. His popular- 
ity ratings immediately declined 
as a result. 


Foreign Entrepreneur 
Plugs Fitness Business 


Unlucky Clerk 
Beaten up outside 
City Hospital 

By Sun Ming 

He got no compensation, but he did get 
a bloody thrashing. 

After returning to seek justice from a 
costly misdiagnosis, a mobile phone clerk 
was beaten almost blind in one eye as staff 
looked on outside the Beijing Asian Games 
Village (Ya Yun Cun) Hospital. 

The hospital declined to answer ques- 
tions from Beijing Today. “It has nothing to 
do with our hospital because we don’t know 
the assailants,” said Han Ziquan, secretary 
of the hospital. “Perhaps it was just a gang- 
land fight.” 

Liang Yao, 25, is at home now, waiting 
for his wounds to heal. On balance, he de- 
cided he would rather not return to a hos- 
pital. 

Liang says he first visited Asian Games 
Village Hospital in north Beijing on March 
13, complaining of itching around his geni- 
talia. 

“I saw a ‘Dr Yang 5 at the urological depart- 
ment. He diagnosed my illness as herpes.” 

The doctor suggested Liang take injec- 
tions for two weeks at about 500 yuan a 
shot: total 7,000 yuan. Liang said he could 
not afford it and left. 

As he had never touched another wom- 
an outside his girlfriend, Liang drew an in- 
evitable conclusion. 

“I really didn’t understand how I could 
be suffering from such a disease,” said Li- 
ang. Liang blamed and beat his girlfriend, 
according to Beijing Times on March 20. 

The couple went to Renmin Hospital in 
Xicheng District the next day. Liang’s girlMend 
received a completely clean bill of health. The 
doctor told Liang he had “acrobystitis” and pre- 
scribed medicine costing 11 yuan. 

Liang apologized to his girlfriend. She 
left him. 

Five days later accompanied by friend 
Cao Qin, Liang returned to the Asian 
Games Village Hospital. 

“I told the director Zong Shuting that 
the hospital had misdiagnosed my illness,” 
said Liang. “I asked for 5,000 yuan for loss 
of worktime, the cost of travel and for men- 
tal suffering.” 

Zong refused. Liang says Zong treated 
them both as swindlers. “We haven’t done 
anything wrong, so you won’t get a penny 
out of us,” Zong allegedly said. 

Liang and Cao shouted that the hospital 
was dishonest. A guard approached and 
warned them he would call the police. That, 
Liang replied, was exactly what he wanted. 

Three minutes later, a minibus appeared 
outside the hospital and in walked a heavy 
stranger. He dragged Liang out of the hos- 
pital. The man and four others then pro- 
ceeded to beat Liang senseless. Hospital 
staff witnessed the entire process, said Li- 
ang, but no one intervened. 

Cao said he ran to the hospital director’s 
office seeking help. But Zong Shuting re- 
fused, allegedly saying, “I don’t know who 
they are, so I don’t have the responsibility 
of dealing with the beating.” 

Police arrived 10 minutes later, but the 
five assailants had left a minute earlier. 

Liang’s unconscious body was covered 
with bruises and his left eye was bleeding 
freely. 

The doctor responsible denies any mis- 
diagnosis. “Genitalia herpes and acrobys- 
titis share the same symptoms,” Dr. Yang 
told Beijing Times. 

But a doctor who declined to publish his 
name told Beijing Today the two diseases 
do have quite different symptom. “The for- 
mer is a serious venereal disease, but the 
latter is just a common inflammation.” 

Liang believes the beating was deliber- 
ate. 

“The five assailants were called by the 
guard of the hospital,” said Liang, who 
claims no previous personal enemies. 

“But I can’t find a single witness who 
saw the minibus license plate number.” 

The case is under investigation by Ya- 
yuncun Police. 



By Su Wei 

Regular exercise pays off - literally - believes the 
30-year-old general manager of the Beijing Evolu- 
tion Fitness Center. 

‘We always say ‘one dollar invested in fitness for an 
employee wins two dollars back,’ ” says Matt Lewis. 

People sometimes do not understand that the re- 
turn on their investment in fitness is not just a bet- 
ter physique, says Lewis. 

“They will not be sick,” he says. “They 
are saving on medical costs. They 
can work harder with a better 
feeling. They are able to earn 
more money!” 

Lewis left New Zealand four 
years ago and came to manage 
Lido Country Club. He coached 
rugby coaches in New Zealand 
and was once also manager of 
a fitness club in Thailand. 

Beijing meant a chal- 
lenge. “But if you do 
not want to be a man, 
then just stay at 
home,” says Lewis. 

“I like doing 
something new. 

The Lido club was 
bigger.” 

With the chal- 
lenge came diffi- 
culties - “not only 
the lifestyle, the un- 
derstanding” - test- 
ed him Although 
not always happy, 

Lewis says he 
made sure 
he appeared 
happy in 
his work. 

“I know 
I am paid 
to do so,” 
he says. 

Inmov- 
ingto man- 
age Clark 
Hatch Club 
the Beijing 
Lido hotels, 


of 


and 


he 


found himself negotiating more with the decision 
makers. 

“I had to compromise and find the solution 
among the three parties - the club management 
staff, the company expanding the club and the ho- 
tel owners.” 

But perhaps it was the latter layer that 
prompted Lewis to spot a gap in the market. 
Fitness centers in Beijing mainly associate with 
hotels. 

“They are too expensive and only open to 
the hotel guests,” says Lewis. An idea that 
might pay off had been born. Evolution Fit- 
ness Center directly behind Motorola Build- 
ing on Jianguomenwai Avenue opened in 
July. 

The competition appears to leave 
him unfazed. 

“People who go to Tianxing 
Fitness Club or Nirvana Fit- 
ness Club are not our target 
group,” he says. “We focus 
on people working and 
living near us. We are 
interested in a four- 
kilometer area.” 
“People should get 
the results by their 
coming to see and to 
experience at the cen- 
ter.” Fitness can release 
work worries. “People can 
go home refreshed.” 

“It is the people them- 
selves that work out what 
kind of result they want to 
have,” says Lewis. 

“If they just do some exer- 
cises following instructions from 
television programs, they might 
do the wrong thing.” 

He promotes a personal program 
monitored by coaches. “It is true 
that doing exercises is for fun,” says 
Lewis, “But even I sometimes 
have to force myself to do exer- 
cise.” 

That’s why he advocates his 
Matt Lewis healthy, friendly, lucrative fitness 

i iiuiu by Qu Liyan center. 
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‘Magnificent Seven’ Land on Great Wall 


By Shan Jinliang 

Greenpeace took to the world’s largest man- 
made barrier to deliver an urgent warning 
to the international community to “save the 
world’s remaining ancient forests now before 
it’s too late.” 

Atop the Badaling Great Wall, the group 
held seven gas-filled inflatable animals they 
dubbed the Magnificent Seven. Badaling tour- 
ists eyed them quizzically on a clear Sunday 
morning. 

The animals and the publicity grabbed at- 
tention as both domestic and overseas paused 
for funky animal photos. Two Austrian tourists 
even took out their purses to try and donate 



their schillings towards the animals. The offer 
was politely declined. 

The inflatables symbolized the seven ancient 


forest regions under serious threat due to ram- 
pant illegal and destructive logging. 

It was Greenpeace’s first campaign since 
it was permitted to open its Beijing branch 
this February. Greenpeace and the Harbin Insti- 
tute of Technology organized the publicity cam- 
paign. 

Greenpeace International established its 
“Magnificent Seven” ancient forest protection 
project in July 2001. The organization pledges to 
defend the Amazon jaguar, the African elephant, 
the North American wolf, the South American 
Antelope, the European bear, the Siberian tiger 
of Asia Russia and North China, and the orang- 
utan of the Asia Pacific. 
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Found Inc 


Shenyang to set np rewards system 


By Chen Ying 

G ood deeds do not come cheap in 
Shenyang, Liaoning. Establish- 
ing China’s first state-of-the- 
art system for handling lost-and-found 
articles seems to be becoming trans- 
muted into a business venture. 

The Shenyang Municipal Office of 
Spiritual Civilization Promotion, police 
and local media held a seminar to dis- 
cuss founding such a network in the 
middle of this month. 

Before the seminar, Liaoshen Eve- 
ning News published articles advocat- 
ing a brand new concept: an advanced, 
integrated computerized network to 
help people locate their lost articles. 

The concept employs technology to 
connect each individual with a central 
lost-and-found office, assisting them in 
both locating and collecting lost arti- 
cles. At the seminar, the police were 
agreed as most suitable administration 
to erect and supervise such a network. 

Sun Changsheng, deputy director 
of Shenyang Police Bureau, produced 
a blueprint later in the seminar — the 
local police station would make out a 
receipt after the article was handed 
in. Then the station would tell the po- 
lice sub-bureau control center to input 
the detailed information into a com- 
puter. 

The owner of the lost property can 
then search through timely informa- 
tion via a website or on the phone. 
To operate such a network requires 
staff and financial support. Allowing 
the clammy hand of market capitalism 
to touch on the selfless acts of individu- 
al philanthropy troubles those who like 
their Lei Feng spirit undiluted. 
Opinions follow: 

Spokesman, Shenyang Police 

After the seminar, we tried to make 
a plan for the network. You know, op- 


erating such a network is very com- 
plicated. It’s a new concept in most 
people’s mind, but nobody knows how 
to operate such a thing. Shenyang Mu- 
nicipal Government will make the fi- 
nal decision about how to run it in the 
future. 

Translator, Japanese, 
requested anonymity 

I never heard of any such network 
in Japan. People usually hand in an 
article at the police station in my coun- 
try. There are some statutes in Japan 
encouraging people to hand in items. 
For instance, people picking up the 
money will obtain about 10 percent 
when the loser reclaims it. If there is 
no response for more than a year, it’s 
finders keepers. 

Li Yiping, professor, 

Renmin University of China 

I think the idea is feasible. After 
all, it provides a platform for commu- 
nicating between finders and losers. 
Basically, there are two ways of main- 
taining such a network — the govern- 
ment gives some financial support or 
a payment from people who lost their 
property. I can understand people get- 
ting some kind of reward after they 
helped others. 

Today, the pace of life is so fast and 
everyone tries to save every minute. 
They will be anxious when they lose 
something. Some warmhearted per- 
son who picks up an article has to 
invest time and energy seeking out 
the owner of the lost property. The 
network can save time for both sides, 
and it’s perfectly reasonable to re- 
ceive some kind of payment. I think 
building such a network doesn’t de- 
stroy the original idea — helping peo- 
ple who need help. 


Wang Bing, clerk 

I disagree with building such a net- 
work as many lost-and-found offices 
exist in each city. People already have 
many ways of finding things they lost. 

To run such a network will just be 
more or less a kind of business ven- 
ture. The operator will maybe encour- 
age people to hand in articles. Although 
people who do good deeds should re- 
ceive encouragement, it’s by no means 
a must. I hope children don’t think that 
doing good deeds is just about receiv- 
ing some kind of reward. 

Whether people hand in an article 
depends on their character. This spirit 
— helping others for no return — 
should be promoted from time to time. 

Taxi driver, requested anonymity 

Building such a network gives the 
owner more opportunity to regain lost 
property. Is that better than not find- 
ing their property at all? 

It’s no big deal installing some 
kind of business concept into the idea. 
Whether it can stand the test of time 
depends on how it runs. It’s an explo- 
ration of how to encourage people to 
do good deeds in our era. It’s better to 
something than nothing. 

Zhang Guoqing, official, 

Beijing Taxi 

To build a lost-and-found network 
is an effective method of helping peo- 
ple. Maybe there is some business an- 
gle on this idea. But you shouldn’t say 
it’s wrong for people to receive some 
sort of payoff for helping others. 

Taxi drivers often find articles pas- 
sengers leave behind. And the owners 
of the lost property usually promise to 
pay the drivers. But most drivers won’t 
accept the money when they return the 
articles to the owners. 


SOUND BITES 


“We expect all workers to 
support the strike, not just 
those who are union mem- 
bers. It will be a total strike 
halting production through- 
out the country .” 

— Achille Passoni, direc- 
tor general of the CGIL, 
Italy’s biggest union, 
before an eight-hour 
general strike on April 
16, the first for 20 years, 
in an increasingly bitter 
battle over the reform of 
the country’s labor laws 


“The government must not 
sacrifice its principles, nor 
reach some kind of political 
deal with the United States” 

— Michel Tubiana, the 
president of Amnesty 
International and 
France’s Human Rights 
League, asks that the 
US will not seek the 
death penalty in the 
case of Zacarias Mouss- 
aoui, the only person 
charged in the Sept. 11 
attacks 

“Training the Afghan army 
will serve as a positive step to 


help ensure that there is a bet- 
ter chance for peace and secu- 
rity in Afghanistan and that 
the country is not used as a 
terrorist haven in the future” 

— Gen. Richard Myers, 
chairman of the US 
Joint Chiefs of Staff 

“For nearly five years, the 
legal wrangling by industry 
lawyers has delayed critical 
progress in delivering cleaner, 
healthier air to the millions 
of Americans that will be pro- 
tected by these standards” 

— Vickie Patton, senior 
attorney for Environ- 


mental Defense, an 
American environmental 
advocacy group 

“This moment is so much 
bigger than me. It's for the 
women that stand beside me, 
Jada Pinkett, Angela Bassett, 
Vivica Fox... and it’s for every 
nameless, faceless woman of 
color that now has a chance 
because the door tonight has 
been opened.” 

— Halle Berry, best 
actress award, 74th 
Oscars ceremony 

By Sun Ming 


Foreign Parents 
Face Difficult 
School Choices 


As more foreign students come to Beijing, more 
Chinese schools are opening their arms to them. 

The president of Beijing Private Hui Jia School, 

Wang Jiajun went to South Korea in February to 
conduct interviews with students who intended to 
come to the school. Meanwhile, other teachers of 
Hua Jia went to Malaysia and Japan to recruit for- 
eign students. 

Hui Wen, a Beijing public high school, like Hui 
Jia, is also allowed to accept foreign students. They 
are the newcomers among schools oriented toward 
foreign students, like the international schools in Beijing or those with 
an international student section. 

For foreigners wanting to educate their offspring, there are important 
questions to answer. How much should they pay? Which school should 
they choose? Yvonne Gluyas, a mother of two school-age children resi- 
dent in the city, investigates. 



Yvonne Gluyas 


By Yvonne Gluyas 

T he educational choices 
available to parents of for- 
eign children in Beijing 
range from bilingual kindergar- 
tens for 1 -year-olds to university 
education for the over- 18s. 

Lucky indeed are the par- 
ents who work for companies or 
embassies providing a salary- 
and-conditions package includ- 
ing education expenses of that 
employee’s children. They can 
choose a suitable school from 
the glossy brochures published 
by the handful of international 
schools. Teachers employed by 
international schools, if hired 
from their home country, are 
also often given free tuition 
for up to two children at their 
school. 

The next group of foreign par- 
ents includes those working for 
companies that, while they may 
not actually pay for the educa- 
tion of employees’ children, their 
salaries are high enough to af- 
ford a choice of school. 

But there are a growing num- 
ber of foreign parents in Beijing 
on lower wages, who do not have 
their children’s educational ex- 
penses covered by their employer. 
They find their problem almost 
unsolvable. 

Some may have a Chinese 
spouse, but their children do not 
speak, read or write Chinese well 
enough to attend a local govern- 
ment school. 

Costs 

As well as annual school fees 
of up to US$17,000 per student, 
most schools charge a registra- 
tion fee of US$50-$500, a large 
‘entry donation’, ‘capital levy’ or 
‘building fund’ payment is also 
often required. And don’t forget 
parents might have two or three 
children. 

Bilingual kindergartens cater 
to 1-6 year-olds. For typical cost- 
ing examples of international 
pre-school education, the Lido 
Kindergarten Beijing’s annual 
fees range from 45,000 to 87,000 
yuan (US$5, 492-$10, 617), de- 
pending on the age of the child. 
The Little Professor Bilingual 
Kindergarten charges up to 
40,000 yuan (US$4,881) per year, 
which also includes food and bus 
transport. 

The major English-language 
international schools in Beijing 
enroll students from 4-18 years 
old, and their annual tuition fee 
per student averages 136,000 
yuan (US$16,597). 

These schools all provide a wide 
range of sporting, cultural and so- 
cial activities, plus classes taught 
in English by extremely well qual- 
ified and experienced professional 
native-English teachers. 

There are also smaller schools 
in Beijing, including those based 
at some embassies; schools cater- 
ing for students who don’t have 
either English or Chinese as a 
first language — including the 
French, Swedish, Arabic, Kore- 
an and Japanese — and private 
‘home-schools’. 

The International Study 
Group, which conducts classes 
in English, charges 64,000 yuan 
(US$7,810) a year. The school at 
the Pakistan embassy also teach- 


es English and costs 40,000 yuan 
(US$4,881) per year. 

Cheaper alternatives 

The alternatives are Fang Cao 
Di Primary School (FCD), Beijing 
World Youth Academy and No 55 
Middle School, although teach- 
ing at these schools is done pri- 
marily in Chinese. 

Fangs Cao Di International 
Primary School is a Chinese gov- 
ernment school. Its international 
section has more than 400 for- 
eign students. 

All lessons, except English, 
are in taught in Chinese. Stu- 
dents who cannot speak, read or 
write Chinese undertake spe- 
cial ‘intensive language’ classes 
in their first semester. Annu- 
al school fees average 14,000 
yuan (US$1,708) a year. The 
20,000 yuan (US$2,441) entry 
fee can be waived for foreign 
experts. 

Beijing World Youth Acade- 
my (BWYA) is a middle high 
school run by the Beijing Edu- 
cation Commission. Most of the 
300 students are Korean. The 
school has good facilities, includ- 
ing a dormitory for boarding stu- 
dents, and an indoor pool and 
tennis courts on campus. Annu- 
al tuition fees are around 32,000 
yuan (US$3,905). The 20,000 
yuan (US$2,441) “donation” fee 
can be waived in some circum- 
stances. 

Beijing No. 55 Middle School 
has an international student 
section and all subjects are 
taught in Chinese. Its Middle 
Years Program, for students in 
grades 6-10, costs 28,000 yuan 
(US$3,417) a year. No. 55’s local 
pre-university program is aimed 
at international students plan- 
ning to enter Peking and Tsing- 
hua universities. 

Some schools also have an 
International Baccalaureate (IB) 
diploma program, taught in Eng- 
lish, for senior students planning 
to attend international universi- 
ties after graduation. The annu- 
al fee for this program is 50,000 
yuan (US$6,102). 

Tough decisions 

Basically, if a parent can’t af- 
ford the international school fees 
plus the compulsory extras, for- 
get about the child receiving an 
education in English. 

Some new Chinese private 
schools may be persuaded to ac- 
cept a child if he or she can speak 
Chinese. Also, if a foreign child 
is fluent in written and spoken 
Chinese and/or looks Asian, he or 
she may also be able to enroll at a 
local school. It’s difficult but, de- 
pending on “connections”, it can 
be done. 

The main criticism foreign 
parents make of schooling in 
Beijing is that their child is iso- 
lated from local children. This 
is reflected both in the student’s 
ability to learn the Chinese lan- 
guage and in the development 
of friendships between Chinese 
and foreign children. 

Schools often have different 
“sections” for local and interna- 
tional students where they do 
not even mix together on the 
playground. 
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By Su Wei 

Few truly committed to their jobs 

50% of the surveyed teachers say 
they would probably change their job if 
they had the opportunity In contrast, 
less than 18% say they like their work 
and never think about changing jobs. 

The reason may be that teachers’ sal- 
aries are relatively low. Teachers are 
seen as being responsible for educating 
the younger generation. But the aver- 
age monthly salary of 2,000 yuan might 
seem to many inconsistent with this 
great responsibility. 

Teachers are not allowed to sit during 
class. Neither may they wear make-up. 
Furthermore, most schools require teach- 
ers to stay at school for almost ten hours 
a day, from 7:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. especially 
those under the age of 40 years old. 

But teachers consider such demands 
a waste of time. “I cannot concentrate on 
preparing classes at school. Six or nine 
people share one office and students make 
so much noise during the break!” 

Meanwhile, the long hours spent at 
school results in little time for teachers 
to take care of their families and do 
housework, often more of a problem for 
female teachers. 

“As soon as I get home, I have to 
prepare dinner, wash clothes, check my 
own child’s study and other chores, as 
well as my regular workload as a teach- 
er,” Liu Wei, a primary teacher in her 
thirties complains. 

Another reason may be that some 
teachers see schools as a means of 
obtaining residency permits, especially 
those without Beijing residential IDs. 

Teachers can receive a Beijing ID af- 
ter working in the city for one year, 
a policy originally aimed at attracting 
university graduates and improving the 
quality of teachers. 

More and higher qualifications 

Among the over 93% of surveyed 
teachers who feel teaching has become 


Do teachers like 
their jobs? How do 
they handle the 
pressures of their 
work? What do 
they think about 
their relationship 
with their students? 
Beijing Education 
& Science 
Research Institute 
has recently re- 
leased a survey 
conducted among 
over 300 primary 
and middle school 
teachers through- 
out Beijing. 

more difficult, nearly 54% say they 
suffer anxiety and are more easily agi- 
tated. 

One reason is that with the promo- 
tion of education reform, teachers are 
required to update their knowledge and 
be capable of using advanced teaching 
methods. 



Computers have replaced projectors 
in classroom demonstrations, so teach- 
ers are required to become comput- 
er-literate, and even be familiar with 
some computer programs such as Pow- 
erPoint. 

Meanwhile, teachers in Beijing are 
also required to reach a certain stan- 
dard of both Mandarin and English pro- 
ficiency, without which they are not 
allowed to teach. So merely being expe- 
rienced does not mean being qualified 
or guarantee keeping one’s job. 

With a shift of focus to building 
students’ capabilities, teachers are re- 
quired to encourage students to be flex- 
ible in applying what they have learnt. 

Li Hua, a Chinese teacher has no- 
ticed that in recent years fewer ques- 
tions in exams are taken directly from 
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the textbooks. 

Besides teaching materials updating 
almost every year, frequent inspections 
and job evaluations have also put an 
additional burden on teachers. 

They have to prepare essays on 
education methods or research their 
subjects, attend public classes as mod- 
els for leaders or teachers from other 
schools. 

Just because they love their stu- 
dents 

Nearly 50% of the surveyed teachers 
say they themselves or their colleagues 
have shouted at or insulted students. 
But 39% of those insist that they do not 
intend to do so, rather it is out of love 
and a sense of responsibility towards 
the students. 


While some teachers may 
lose their temper when faced 
with undisciplined students, 
corporal punishment is not al- 
lowed in Chinese schools. Teachers 
are howevered required to correct 
their own behaviour. 

Most teachers are influenced by the 
concept that education is a two-way 
process that requires interactions be- 
tween teachers and students. 

It is generally agreed that in a 
harmonious environment, students can 
study happily and are better able to un- 
derstand what they are being taught. 

But the traditional idea that teach- 
ers should be responsible for stu- 
dents who fail to get good marks or 
lack discipline still exerts a strong 
influence. 

Parents may over-emphasize the re- 
sponsibility of teachers as educators. 
Even the teachers themselves may 
be afraid that the students 
will fail to make achievements 
when they grow up. “We are 
burdened with the responsibility 
of being the ‘engineers for cultivat- 
ing people’s souls’”. 

Zhang Yonghe, a teacher in his 
forties, admits he sometimes loses his 
temper with his students, but says he is 
never really angry with them. “I know 
they are young. I know I should be more 
patient.” 

But he argues that sometimes, gentle 
persuasion does not work when a stu- 
dent has not finished his or her home- 
work or is lying. “Is it useful to just 
smile at them and say, ‘Please finish 
your homework,’ or ‘It is bad to lie.’ It 
does not work!” 

Zhang says that no teachers desire 
their students to turn out to be “rotten 
apples” and he does not believe that any 
teachers hate their students. 

Like Zhang, most teachers probably 
agree with the maxim, “Children are 
like the young trees, which will never 
become mature timber without prun- 
ing.” But they all hope their students 
will have a bright future. 
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ZiyiXuan Baochi Lou 
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3rd Floot Building B, 
Donghuan Guangchang, 

29 Dongzhong jie, 

Dongcheng District 

J 29 frill B n 3 M 
11:00-14:30,17:00-22:00 
6856.9388 


Beijing Roast Duck 
3 fa## si 4 

Building3,Tuanjie Lake,Chaoyang District 

11:40-14:00,17:00-21:30 

6852.4003 

Bianyifang Roast Duck Restaurant 

2 A Chongwenmenwai Dajie,ChongwenDistrict 

11:00-14:00,17:00-21:30 
Tel:67 12.0505 


Spice Orchids Thai Restaurant 


Welcome to our Spice Orchids Thai Restaurant. 

Our features are undeniable: Walls decorated in purple and deep wine red;colors that really work 
together to produce a harmony;food that lie on in its contrasts; chefs that create a wonderful medley 
of hot, cool, sour, sweet, crunchy and soft dishes.Fish cake, deep-fried Taro, Green Pepper & Red Curry 
Fried with Beef and Minced meat fried with Basil leaves are not to be missed. 

And, we have an unique Chinese name,Tai Xiang La, which means Spicy Thai Restaurant, verbally; 
and Very Good Smell, phonetically. 

You're likely to satisfy your taste buds for a mere of RMB18 up, with weekday set lunch from 
RMB25-50. Tasty and inexpensive.A very good casual dining experience. 

Add: 8 South Street, Guan Dong Dian,Chaoyang District. 

(North of Kerry Centre Hotel and the back of Hot-Point Disco) 

Tel:6591.7726 Fax:6591.7926 



CLUB GREEN 

BEST CLUB IN BEIJING 

ADD: Land mark Tower 1/F 8North Dong San 
Huan Road, chaoyang District Beijing 

am-m 

TEL: (010)65906999 65906688 - 2988 

COME & BE AS COOL AS 

GREEN 


New French Restaurant Now Open! 

Spoil yourself with genuine French fare and ambiance and a superb vairety of wines 
at the Roland Garros restaurant. Close a full evening of relaxation with a choice of 
dramatic desserts, coffees, and Cuban cigars. 

Roland Garros Restaurant 
Open: 1 1 :00-24:00 Daily 

Address:North Entrance Chaoyang Tennis Club 
Nongzhan Nanlu, Chaoyang District 
Telephone:6508-9100 


ROLAND GARROS 

RESTAURANT & BAR , BEIJING , CHINA 
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BEIJING FANTASY WORLD CLUB 

It offers a full range of services, including fine rooms, restaurants and entertainment 
centre. 

FU LIN Seafood Restaurant: more than 100 kinds of fresh seafood are now 20% off. 
Korean Flavour Restaurant: newly open, supply Korean food and barbecue. 20% off. 
Entertinment Centre: Bowling, billiards, karaoke and gynimasium. 

Tel:(0 1 0)688433 88-7 1 8/620 

Add: 1 Gu Cheng Nan Lu Shijingshan District 

(100 meters in west from Gu Cheng metro station) 

10 ) 68843388 - 7 18/620 

ill 1 100 2tt) 


Donglaishun Restaurant 

5/F,Xindong'an Plaza, Wangfujing 
Da jie, Dongcheng District 

St 5 M 
11:00-14:00,17:00-21:30 
6528.0932 


Fan Shi Gang 

140 Andingdajie, Dongcheng District 
140 

9:00-23:00 

64042187 



Night of Beijing Restaurant 


Special offer of seafood as well as many other dishes and salads: shrimp: 

RMB38; lobster/ clam: RMB98 

Pleasant ambience and sufficient parking space. 

Address: 1 Dayabao Alley, Dongcheng District 
Tel: 65272672, 65272704 ext 8865 
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Scholar 
Digs Up 

a Scandal 


Liu Shuwei, 
Researcher at China 
Central Finance Uni- 
versity. 


-word article by a financial researcher has sunk a listed company 


On October 8, 2001, the board 
of Lantian Stock Holding Cor- 
poration posted a message alert- 
ing investors to pay attention to 
risks because an investigation 
into Lantian by the China Se- 
curities Regulatory Commission 
(CSRC) was underway. 

Wangzhi, CCTV reporter(W): 
Your attention was drawn to 
Lantian by chance. Was there 
anything special about Lan- 
tian compared with other listed 
companies? 

Liu Shuwei(L): I began to an- 
alyze Lantian’s financial state- 
ments on October 9 last year 
and was astounded by the re- 
sult. In 2000, Lantian’s net oper- 
ating capital reached minus 127 
million yuan. This fact and other 
indices indicated that Lantian 
had passed the critical point 
and was incapable of maintain- 
ing a cash flow. It was only sur- 
viving by virtue of bank loans. 
A risky situation both for the 
banks and Lantian. 

W: Have you thought of ver- 
ifying those figures with Lan- 
tian? 

L: Why do I need to verify 
the figures? The data was post- 
ed publicly after being audited. 

W: Why is it you were the 
only one to question the public 
data? 

L: Because my teacher told 
me that one should dare to pro- 
pose one’s own conclusions, so 
long as you can prove what you 
say. 

W: When did you begin to 
write the article? 

L: Right away. I began an- 
alyzing Lantian’s financial re- 
ports on October 9, 2001. As 
soon as the analysis was done, I 
wrote the article and faxed it to 
the editorial department of Fi- 
nance Insider on October 26. 

“Finance Insider” is a restrict- 
ed publication affiliated to the 
Finance Times. 

It’s distribution list includes 
the Central Financial Commis- 
sion, leaders at the People’s Bank 
of China and related directors. 

On October 26, 180 copies of 
“Finance Insider” bearing Liu’s 
article were printed. Relevant 
state banks stopped giving new 
loans to Lantian later. 

Twenty-four days after the 
publication of Liu’s article, two 
strangers came to Liu’s orga- 
nization. One was Qu Zhaoyu, 
President of China Lantian Gen- 
eral Corporation. The other was 
Chen Xingliang, Vice-president 
of Lantian. 

L: I asked them what’s the 
matter? Qu said you are inter- 
ested in Lantian. I asked him 
how he knew that. He took out 
a photocopy of the Finance In- 
sider issue with my article in it. 
I was surprised, and said, “Fi- 
nance Insider is a confidential 
publication. How did you get it?” 
He said a friend had given it to 
him. I said Finance Insider is 
only submitted to the Central 
Financial Commission, leaders 
at the People’s Bank of China 
and related directors. You can’t 
read it. He replied T have a sta- 
tus of a deputy director. Why 
can’t I read it?” I said, “There’s a 
strict restriction. Only relevant 
directors at the People’s Bank of 


China can read it. You are not 
from the People’s Bank of Chi- 
na.” 

W: Why did you care so 
much about how he obtained 
the Finance Insider? 

L: It showed that confiden- 
tial state information had been 
leaked. He then lost his tem- 
per and said, “Your article asks 
all banks to suspend loans and 
now they have done so!” He said 
the bank did not suspend their 
loans at the time of CSRC in- 
vestigation. “But as a senior of- 
ficial made instructions based 
on your article, all banks have 
stopped their loans. My capi- 
tal chain is broken. We are dy- 
ing!” Then I asked him which 
senior official, and why didn’t 
I know about it? He didn’t an- 
swer. Then I said you have suf- 
ficient capital, the banks’ loan 
suspension is unlikely to affect 
your business. I told him, “I 
have seen your financial state- 
ment. It indicates that your 
cash revenue reached 1.27 bil- 
lion yuan from aquatic products 
alone in 2000, which means 
you have more than 3.8 mil- 
lion yuan of cash coming in ev- 
ery day. How can you say you 
are short of money?” Then he 
shouted, “How can we not lack 
money? All our business has 
stopped!” 

W: In the case of Lantian, 
how long would it be able to 
survive if the bank loan had 
continued? 

L: If the bank loan is given, 
the question should be not how 
long can Lantian survive, but 
how long can the bank survive. 
Qu said his stock holding cor- 
poration has more than 300 
million yuan in loans and the 
general corporation has more 
than 1 billion yuan in loans. 
Adding them together, the fig- 
ure exceeds 2 billion yuan. 
The bank has given you 2 bil- 
lion yuan in loans, is that not 
enough? We are a developing 
country! 

W: What did they ask you 
to do? 

L: Qu asked me to publicize 
my analysis report. I agreed 
to. He asked, “Can you let us 
take a look before it is pub- 
lished?” I said, “There’s no need 
for that. If you think what I say 
is wrong, you can respond pub- 
licly.” And I added, “I have a 
responsibility to Lantian to do 
this. You can’t repay the loans 
if things keep going on like this 
and your debt keeps mounting 
up. You know the consequenc- 
es.” Then Qu shouted, ‘You will 
kill Lantian!” 

L: About 5 p.m. of Novem- 
ber 23, the phone in my home 
rang. When I picked it up, a 
voice said “I’m Chen Xingliang 
from Lantian.” I was surprised, 
because you can’t obtain per- 
sonal phone numbers by dial- 
ing 114. 1 had a bad feeling. 

On November 26, Liu wrote 
a report about her analysis on 
Lantian shares and submitted 
it to her superiors. 

On December 13, Liu re- 
ceived a subpoena issued by the 
People’s Court of Honghu city, 
Hubei province. Lantian Stock 
Holding Corporation sued Liu 
Shuwei for her damaging the 
company’s reputation. 



China Lantian headquarters in Honghu, Hubei province 


Since listing on the 
Shanghai Security Trad- 
ing Market in 1996, 
Lantian Stock Holding 
Corporation increased its 
stock capital by 360%, 
from 460 million yuan to 
1.84 billion yuan. 

However last October, 
China Central Finance 
University researcher Liu 
Shuwei penned an article 
questioning the Lantian 
miracle, landing her in 
deep trouble. 

In the article, Liu ar- 
gues that Lantian is noth- 
ing more than an empty 
shell and urges banks to 
withdraw their loans to 
the company immediate- 
ly- 

CCTV’s News Probe 
program aired an inter- 
view with Liu last week- 
end. The following is an 
edited transcript of that 
interview. 


Lantian demanded Liu issue a pub- 
lic apology and pay 500,000 yuan com- 
pensation to Lantian and undertake all 
legal fees incurred. 

L: I called Finance Insider imme- 
diately after receiving the subpoena. 
They said nothing. I went to Beijing 
No. 1 Intermediate Court the following 
day and reported that Lantian Stock 
Holding Corporation had stolen confi- 
dential state information. They told me 
it is a criminal case and I should call 
the police. When I called the police, I 
was told I should make the report to 
Finance Insider. When I called Finance 
Insider again, nobody answered. 

W: What actions did you take? 

L: I sent a fax to Qu Zhaoyu at 8 
a.m. on December 17 saying I’ll disclose 
my analysis to the whole world if you 
don’t withdraw the lawsuit against me. 
About 5:30 p.m., that day, Qu called my 
home. He was very happy and said, “Fi- 
nance Insider has printed a statement 
in its latest issue. Don’t you know?” I 
was more astounded than ever because 
I had no idea about it. 

On December 12, 2001, a statement 
in “Finance Insider” Issue 19 said Liu 
Shuwei’ s article reflected her own view- 
points and not those of the editorial de- 
partment. 

L: On January 10, 2002, I checked 
my mailbox. There were four threaten- 
ing letters stating that January 23 was 
“my doom day”. 

W: What was special about Janu- 
ary 23? 

L: The court session was scheduled 
to open on that day. I dialed 110, and a 
few minutes later, a patrol police officer 
came to my home. I explained to him 
what has happened. He told me, “Jus- 
tice is sure to win over the evil. Don’t 
be afraid. I support you!” This was the 
first time I had been given open and 
actual protection and support since I 
received the subpoena on December 
13. I’ll remember that policeman with 
gratitude for the rest of my life. 

W: Were you scared during the 
long process? 

L: No, there was no use to be afraid. 
But I was scared after the event. Sup- 
pose the police hadn’t taken action on 
that day, what would happen if the court 
case had gone ahead on January 23? 

W: Were you worried that some- 
thing might happen? 

L: I was worried that my life would 
be at risk. Such things have happened 
before. 

W: You are a scholar and you sim- 
ply published the conclusion of your 


research in a confidential publication. 
Why did it bring you so much trou- 
ble? 

L: Such things should not occur. A 
lawyer says, “This case should be a big 
joke in Chinese legal history. In other 
words, it is a scandal.” 

W: Why do you say it is a scandal? 

L: It has tarnished the law. 

From January 3, Liu sent her report, 
titled The Miracle of Lantian to more 
than 100 domestic presses. On January 
22, Liu received a notification inform- 
ing her that the court hearing on Janu- 
ary 23 had been suspended. 

On January 12, the board of Lan- 
tian Stock Holding Corporation, by then 
renamed Shengtai Nongye (Eco-agri- 
culture) posted that some 10 corporate 
management personnel had been ac- 
cused of providing fake financial data 
and detained. 

Qu Zhaoyu, President of China Lan- 
tian General Corporation was put un- 
der investigation. 

On January 21, 22 and the morning 
of the 23, Shengtai Nongye shares were 
suspended from trading. 

On March 18, the shares were re- 
named ST Shengtai. 

W: Your article destroyed the mir- 
acle of a listed corporation. What do 
you feel about this matter? 

L: It was not my article that de- 
stroyed the miracle. CSRC had started 
investigating Lantian before my article 
was published. My concern now is that 
the bank should have spotted such an 
obvious problem. But why did they give 
the loans that they shouldn’t have giv- 
en? Why weren’t the loans suspended? 
Some other factors must be behind it. 

W: You mean nobody cares about 
this matter? 

L: Nobody speaks out this matter. 
The bank failed to take immediate ac- 
tion. There are so many master and 
doctorate degree holders in the bank. 
How could they fail to notice this prob- 
lem? There must be other factors. 

W: What sort of factors? 

L: As a listed company, how did Qu 
obtain a copy of Finance Insider ? If 
such a factor can’t be eradicated, it is 
difficult to ensure credit security. Such 
factors should not exist in a healthy 
market economy. 

W: Does the factor you mentioned 
mean abuse of power? 

L: I think the public should analyze 
this issue. Suppose it is a matter of 
power, the question is how someone 
can use their power to do such kind 
of things? How can they be prevented 
from abusing their power? Those are 
what we need to think about. 

Lantian Stock Holding Corporation 
has still not withdrawn its lawsuit 
against Liu Shuwei. 

CSRC is currently conducting an in- 
vestigation into Lantian. 

(By Ivy Zhang) 


Who is Qu Zhaoyu? 

President of China Lantian 
General Corporation. 

Born in 1948, Honghu city, 
Hubei Province, he joined the 
army in 1968 and served as press 
director at Shenyang Telecom 
Administration and Vice Pres- 
ident of Shenyang Administra- 
tion Institute. 

He founded Lantian Corpo- 
ration specializing in agricul- 
tural products in 1992. 

In 1999, the company was 
found to have produced fake 
IPO documents and fined 
100,000 yuan by the China Secu- 
rities Regulatory Commission 
(CSRC). 
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“Baby, is this your first time 
on the plane ?” 


In Jiang's office, chocolate is the most popular 
gift for colleagues 


By Zhu Lin 

Jiang Xiaomeng works in the air, but she’s not a pilot or 
a flight attendant. An in-flight interpreter for Air France for 
the last three years, Jiang lives in a half-French and half- 
Chinese environment. “I believe I’ve struck a balance be- 
tween the two cultures in my mind,” she says with a smile. 

First case of culture shock 

A graduate of the French Department of Beijing Foreign 
Languages Institute, Jiang went to study literature in Pau 
in the southwest of France in 1998. 

Once when stir-frying eggplant for dinner in the dorm’s 
public kitchen, one of her classmates, attracted by the deli- 
cious smell, asked her, “How can eggplant be cooked in this 
way! Can I try some?” One after another, four fellow stu- 
dents asked her the same question. 

But in fact the half eggplant was all Jiang had left for her 
own dinner, and she didn’t have enough money to buy more 
for four guests! She didn’t say anything, however, not want- 
ing to lose face. It was totally out of my expectation!” she 
recalls, but she shared her dinner with her classmates, even 
though they each only had one or two pieces. 

“I know they wouldn’t have asked me to share with them 
if I’d told them the truth,” she laughs, “But, you know, I just 
can’t be that straightforward, like westerners. That’s the 
first time I experienced culture shock.” 

A plane is a small world 

Air France initiated the idea of an in-flight interpreting 
service in 1997. In year 1999 when Jiang returned to Beijing, 
she saw an Air France advertisement of for interpreters in 
China. Jiang thought the work could broaden her horizons 
and would suit her, as she was outgoing and communicative 
by nature. She finally got the job, but didn’t know at first 
what the word “service” meant. 

Jiang’s job is to offer language service and harmonize the 
relationship between the passengers and crew on the 10 to 
11 hour Paris-Beijing and Paris-Shanghai flights. Usually 
she makes three or four return trips per month, and has free 
time between flights in both cities. “A plane is a small world 
and you can meet all kinds of people and all kinds of situa- 
tions,” Jiang says. “Fortunately I haven’t yet encountered a 
passenger who has upset me to the point of crying!” 

During such a long flight, passengers sometimes become 
easily irritable, especially when the plane encounters turbu- 
lence. Sometimes they might put on a show of anger in order 
to hide the fact that they are scared. At those moments, the 
flight attendants and interpreters are responsibile for mak- 
ing them relaxed. 

Once a middle-aged French woman pointed at the meal 
she had been served and said, “I am not used to eating such 
oily food as the Chinese do.” She knew the woman didn’t 
mean to be unfriendly, but she also felt it was her responsi- 
bility to make some explanation. “Chinese food is classified 
into different types,” Jiang responded with a smile, “Just 
like the food in other countries, some types tend to be more 
oily, but many others are much less so.” 

At first, Jiang often complained to her husband, who she 
describes as being particularly levelheaded. “Even the man- 
ager of a top company might meet equal embarrassments,” 
he said to her, “So you should just regard it as part of your 
job. But of course, you should keep your own standpoint.” 

A happy kind of work 

During her three years working for Air France, the 
30-year-old Jiang has grown up together with her passen- 
gers. One of the regular passengers on the Beijing-Paris 
run is 12-year-old boy. Usually he takes the plane twice a 
year because he studies in Paris and spends the holidays 
in Beijing with his grandparents. Jiang has met him on the 


“A plane is a small world, 
and you can meet all kinds 
of people and all kinds of 
situations ... That’s why my 
work is full of excitement.” 

— Jiang Xiaomeng, an in-flight 
interpreter for Air France 



Jiang quizzes her husband on what he has been up to while 
she was away. Photos by Zhang Hongjiang / Yan Tong 
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flight on four occasions. She once asked him, “Do you prefer 
China or France?” He replied, “Both.” The first time she met 
him, he was only nine years old. Now he’s 12, and much tall- 
er. “I enjoy the feeling of seeing him growing up,” says Ji- 
ang. 

Early this month, Jiang met a blond French baby in its 
mother’s arms on a flight. She was no more than one year old 
and still hadn’t learned to talk. When she saw Jiang’s Chi- 
nese features, she reached out her little hand and touched 
her face. “She was so lovely! I felt so happy!” Jiang said, 
“That is the most lovely and true kind of contact!” 

Jiang can always find interesting and new points about 
the passengers she meets in flight, “That’s why my work is 
full of excitement.” She feels the Chinese businessmen on 
the plane are quite sociable and internationalized. “They not 
only know how to communicate with foreigners, they have a 
desire to communicate,” she says. 

An account for life 

Jiang loves reading in her spare time. Influenced by her 
father, a stage actor, she has been interested in western lit- 
erature since she was a little girl. At the age of 14, she 
started reading Emily Bronte’s Wuthering Heights. When 
she found the book too difficult to understand, she simply 
persevered and has since read it eleven times. 

Her long hair and bright eyes complement her expression 
when she’s lost in thought. “I’m always thinking,” she says. 
“Before meeting my husband, I was thinking about love. But 
now, I always think about life and death.” 

Her interest in literature has deepened in the time she has 
been working for Air France, a job that requires a sensitivity to- 
wards culture and humanity. She says she plans to write some- 
thing herself in the future, but not just yet. “I need a period of 
time to arrange my thoughts, but I’m going to write something, 
for sure, to make an account for life.” 


Jiang and her husband often 
go traveling during their holidays. 
She has been to 11 countries 
and more than 70 cities, mostly 
in Europe. Describing the things 
she likes about places she has 
been, Jiang becomes the liveliest 
of narrators. 

France 

Trance is like a museum. It 
has all styles of life and all facets 
of art. I like French red wine very 
much. It looks so brilliant. The de- 
licious taste swings down to the 
deepest part of your heart, just 
like the aroma of France.” 

Italy 

“I feel Italy isjust like espresso 
coffee, whose taste is too strong 
to avoid. The ancient buildings 
and historical sites are every- 
where. I envy the Italians’ care- 
free life style. I enjoy looking at 
those people dressing colorfully, 
with their long hair combed back. 
Geographically speaking, Italy is 
God’s favorite. It’s as if God has 
presented them such a perfect 
place that they don’t have to get 


involved in the jungle of the mod- 
ern world.” 

Greece 

“In Greece, I love the style of 
churches on the island of Myko- 
nos. There are dozens of church- 
es on the island, and each is only 
five or six square meters in size. 
They have a whitewashed round 
head and a small blue crown on 
the top. Looking from distance, 
the island appears to be covered 
by snow. Dut when you draw near- 
er, you suddenly realize that it’s 
the white churches.” 

Germany 

“In Donn, the downtown res- 
idents have the tradition of 
painting the exterior of their 
houses bright colors, while using 
the same ornamental white win- 
dow curtain. I love walking among 
those three-story pink, yellow, 
green and blue houses in the 
sunshine after lunch. There may 
be a kitten sleeping on the win- 
dowsill, ora vase of flowers. I feel 
I’m in a fairy tale world when I’m 
there.” 
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The Friendship Hotel Recreation Center 

The outdoor swimming pool of the Friendship Hotel is one of the 
highest standard swimming pools of Beijing. The swimming pool 
is equipped with 7-meter diving platforms and delicate diving bo- 
ards. The strict sterilization measures and the circulation system 
ensure the water is always clean. Morning opening 6: 30-8: 30 
RMB30/day, RMB400/month, and RMB 1000/quarter. 

Tel: 68499696 
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The Other Side (Bi'an) Diving Club 

The club provides the sports fans with professional service besides fun and coolness in the hot summer. Ad- 
opting sophisticated foreign training textbooks and equipment, the club provides professional training such 
as the swimming and diving courses and organizes diving tours home and abroad. With the inter- 
nationally accepted training method, it takes the trainee only 20 hours to get the CMAS diving certificate 
which is acknowledged all over the world. The trainees have free and flexible choice as to the training time. 
The swimming course consists of elementary level, improving level, advanced level, honored guest class and 
the class paid by the hour. Swimming and diving summer camp 0 Sign up now! 

Time for the opening of the courses: the early April. The trainee can begin the course on signing up at any time. The 
summer courses begin on 1 June. Course time: 9:00 - 20:00, 7 days a week.Time for signing up: 9:00 - 21:00, 7 days a 
week.Place for signing up: The Professional Club of the Friendship Hotel (No. 3, Baishiqiao Road, Haidian District. 200 
meters south of Renmin University.) 

Tel: 68713790 68713791 68498613 Telex: 68713790 

Take buses no. 320, 804, 302 or Yuntong buses no. 104, 105, 205, 106 and get off at Shuang'an Shangchang stop. Or 
take bus no. 81 1 or Te 6 and get off at Renming Daxue stop. 
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Fakes Threaten to 
Snuff out 
A Traditional Art 


By Miao Yajie 

The art of painting on the inside of snuff 
bottles, like many other traditional folk 
arts, is in danger of being lost, due to a 
lack of young people willing to take up the 
craft. Paradoxically, the popularity of the 
delicately designed glass bottles contin- 
ues to grow, especially with overseas 




tourists, thanks largely to the pro- 
liferation of cheaply made fakes. 

Five or six years ago, tourist 
sites, department stores and 
markets were flooded with inte- 
rior-painted snuff bottles. How- 
ever, it is these, mostly fakes 
or interior quality bottles, that 
pose the most immediate threat 
to the art form, says Gao Dong- 
sheng, a master snuff bottle 
painter. 


A once flourishing school 

The name of the artist who first 
put his paintbrush inside a snuff bot- 
tle has long been forgotten, but by the 
end of the 19th century, there was a 
flourishing school in Beijing headed 
by Zhou Leyuan, who started painting 
between 1880 and 1882. Some of the 
finest works in this medium were pro- 
duced in Beijing during the following 
thirty years or so. 

Besides Zhou Leyuan, some of the 
most renowned names in the business 
are Ye Zhongsan, Ma Shaoxuan, Ding 
Erzhong, Ye Xiaofeng. In the last fifty 
years, Wang Xisan and Liu Shouben 
are considered the greatest masters of 
the craft. Works by these artists are 
sought after by collectors worldwide. 

Thirty-eight-year-old Gao Dongsh- 
eng was Liu Shouben’s favorite ap- 
prentice. He was given the title “Folk 
Art Artist” by UNESCO in 1996. 

Today, the total number of snuff 
bottle artists in Beijing can almost be 
counted on one hand. There are fewer 
than fifty qualified interior-painting 
artists nationwide. 

With the booming of tourism, all the 
traditional folk crafts are in great demand. “There 
are all kinds of handiwork on the market, but unfor- 
tunately few are of a high standard,” says Gao, “be- 
cause people are not able to distinguish good from 
bad, genuine from fake.” Hence the proliferation of 
fakes and forgeries. 

Two types of fake inner-paintings 

Take Panjiayuan flea market as an example, there 
are about ten stands selling interior-painted snuff 
bottles. Some of the stands sell only fakes; some sell 
the badly painted ones. Hand-painted bottles of good 
quality are rarely seen there. The prices for a fake can 
be as low as ten yuan. 


Above : painted by Gao Dong- 
sheng Photo by Chen Shuyi 

Below: a fake bottle sold in 
a Beijing department store 

Photo hy Xuan Zhang 
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There are two commonly found types of 
fakes. One type uses print technology. The 
forgers first print the outline of the design 
on a piece of cellophane, roll it, and paste 
it inside the bottle, and then apply color 
following the outline. 

The other type uses the principle 
of developing film. A layer of sen- 
sitive material is smeared inside 
the bottle to develop the outline 
of a design. Adding color is 
child’s play. Most of the fakes 
on the market were produced 
this way. 

“Usually I finish one piece 
in half a month, “ says Gao, 
“but they can produce several 
tens or even a hundred per day.” 
Furthermore, according to Gao, 
some of the on-location ‘interior-paint- 
ing artists’ at some tourist sites or 
stores are also fakes. They hold a brush 
and a bottle in their hands, but actu- 
ally they are just sitting there pretend- 
ing to paint. They are only capable of 
painting the easiest strokes if request- 
ed to do something on the spot. If you 
want them to paint something specially 
for you, your request is most likely to 
be turned down, with the excuse T don’t 
want you to wait too long’. 

“To print or paste designs inside the 
bottle, to some extent, can be called a ‘re- 
form’,” remarks Zhang Tonglu, a former 
chief engineer at the Beijing Arts and 
Crafts Factory and also a master cloi- 
sonne ware maker. He says that interior 
painting is a slow work; it takes time, so 
prices are relatively high. Many people 
appreciate the art, but they can’t afford 
the price of a good quality genuine in- 
terior-painted bottle. The fakes meet the 
demands of the market, however, “people 
should know the truth,” he says. 

Fakes threaten the business 

So many fakes at such low prices in 
the Beijing market have had a negative 
impact on the trade. When Gao studied un- 
der Liu Shouben in 1983, he had eight fellow appren- 
tices. Now Gao is the only one of these still engaged 
in the craft. Prices for the genuine snuff bottles have 
been driven down by the fakes to such a degree, that 
young unknown artists, although producing genuine 
works, were unable to receive a fair price. “They had 
no choice but to quit painting,” says Gao. 

Another effect of this proliferation of fakes is that 
the art form has lost its freshness and mystery to the 
young. Gao says he has held lots of exhibitions alone 
or with other people. People often tell him they like 
his art, but none eally want to learn with him. 

“Maybe the government will pay attention to the 
trade some day,” says Gao, hopefully. 
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A Brief History 


Snuff is ground tobacco, to which may be 
added various aromatic substances to vary 
the flavor. 

Italian missionary Matteo Ricci is cred- 
ited with introducing snuff to China on his 
arrival in Beijing in the late 16th century. 
Snuff bottles first appeared in the latter 
part of the 17th century. The snuff-taking 
habit slowly spread from the north, re- 
maining mainly a habit of wealthy court- 
iers until around the middle of the 18th 
century. By the beginning of the 19th cen- 
tury, the popularity of both taking snuff 
and collecting snuff bottles was firmly es- 


tablished throughout the country. 

The enormous popularity of snuff bottles, 
which became increasingly elaborate, con- 
tinued throughout the 19th century and did 
not begin to abate until the Qing Dynasty 
finally collapsed in 1911. 

From 1911 to 1949, the habit of taking 
snuff disappeared almost completely, and 
the art of making snuff bottles was like- 
wise practically forgotten. However between 
1950 and 1960, thanks to a special arts re- 
vival program initiated by the government, 
the manufacture of snuff bottles restarted - 
although more for collectors than for use. 


mm m.m • 

TEL: 68997124 68311626 


pick up your Walnuts on the Xiangshuihu Great Wall] 

Great Wall, Ancient Mountain, Cleat Spring, Flying Waterfall, 
join us to the Xiangshuihu Great Wall, you will see all the above scenery. 
Xiangshuihu locates at the west part of Mutianyu Huairou. Besides the 
lots interesting place, it also has a folurish orchard with apple, date, pear, 
walnut, chestnut, grape, edible wild herbs. 

From August 25 to October, Xiangshuihu will have a special activity 
. "Visit Great Wall, pick Up Fruits". ^ 

Call now: 010-61631085 61632539 61631588 

Take bus: No.916at DongZhimen | 

Web site: www.Xiangshuihu.com 


Gao used to paint at 
night, hut now he has 
to work during the 
day, for the sake of 
his eyesight 


Photo by Chen Shuyi 
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Exploring 

the 

Fringes of 


Space 


By Zhao Pu 

An architectural conceptual design competi- 
tion has given students at the Central Academy 
of Fine Arts (CAFA) a fringeless space of innova- 
tion and exploration to showcase their ideas. 

“With naive language and sincere responses, 
they try to convince the world of architectural 
art that exploration and breakthrough on the 
fringes of space brings the possibility of infinity” 
says Professor Lu Pinjing, deputy dean of the 
CAFA Design Department, the organizer of the 
competition. 

Intended to kindle the spirit of innovation 
and exploration among students, the competi- 
tion, titled Fringes of Space, was launched last 
December. Participants were called to stress the 
invention of transitional spaces on top of the 
layout of construction, while maintaining envi- 
ronmental harmony. Some 56 designs had been 
submitted by the closing date for entries. 

“With further development of architectural 
techniques; innovation and creating ideas are to 
become the real criteria of an architect,” says 
Lu, contrasting this ideal with the current state 
of architecture education in most Chinese insti- 
tutions, which has tended to be traditional and 
conservative since the 1950s, focusing on techni- 
cal and functional strength. 

In comparison with the ‘mainstream’ ar- 
chitectural education in some comprehensive 
universities, CAFA focuses on creativity and 
transfiguration. Competitions and projects are 
scheduled frequently to stimulate the creative 
talents of the students. 

Their innovative efforts have been acclaimed 
by specialists in the field. “This design competi- 
tion exploits a new garden for the architectural 
majors to penetrate into fringe areas in this dis- 
cipline, and brings the art students a better un- 
derstanding of architectural space,” commented 
Zhou Chang, general secretary of the Chinese 
Institute of Architecture. 

The direct beneficiaries are the students. 
Li Xiaoming, one of the competition winners 
says, “The education method in our depart- 
ment has been changing in recent years. This 
kind of competitions is starting to invigorate 
our learning.” 

“We are at the very start of the trail of in- 
novative education in design, and I’m confident 
that our efforts will create a new trend in archi- 
tectural education in China within ten years,” 
says Lu. 

A gleam of the spirit of the early 20th centu- 
ry’s Bauhaus can be seen in the school’s explo- 
ration of ‘fringe space’. Meanwhile some future 
virtuosos in the field of world architecture may 
be found among these students, now feeling 
their way into the fringeless space of art. 



The Boundary after the Van- terpret the changing process. lery, a cafe or even a supermarket. 


ishing of Boundary 
Designer - Li Han 

With the rapid development of 
science and technology; networks, 
media and electronics have sur- 
passed spatial constraints. Mankind 
views the outside world through 
a computer screen rather than a 
window. As the medium between 
humankind and their environment, 


The design disposes of the ne- 
cessity for walls, making the whole 
space an integral and continuous 
area without any boundary line. The 
unroofed central part of the space 
contains sunshine, plants, insects 
and fresh air; a ‘natural human’ area; 
the fringes are given over to a net- 
work information space, figuring an 
‘information forest’ for the ‘electron- 


Defined as two distinct spaces, a 
boundary between the two consists 
of doors of mirrors and glass. The 
reflections are reproduced repeti- 
tively when the doors are opened. 
The complexity and uncertainty cre- 
ated by the reflections is intended 
to express the thinking of the mean- 
ing of existence and method of ar- 
chitecture, in the era of information. 



Second Prize: 

Drama Staged in the Architectural World 
Designer - Chen Zhuo 

In this design, nine spaces create a drama of different roles of 
life, staging human beings’ most superficial and intrinsic habits 
of daily life. Stepping inside, one can feel the various senses in- 
terpreted by each part, and then find the fitful role among them. 


Second Prize: 
Medium Space — 
Creating a Place for 
Communication 
Designers - Li Xiao- 
ming, Han Wenqiang 
The design uses the 
concepts of fluidity, in- 
stability and interstices 
to create a medium 
space between the high- 
er and lower floors of 
a building. It is a bold 
statement and a strong 
indictment of “monoto- 
nous” space. 


Woodblock Artists 
Feel the 

Pulse of the Era 

By Zhao Pu 

A printmaking exhibition 
currently underway at Red 
Gate Gallery attempts to il- 
lustrate the sensitive shift of 
Chinese contemporary print- 
making in response to changes 
in social and cultural values. 

The exhibition features eight 
young artists - Tan Ping and 
Yang Yue, together with their 
six students. Their works pro- 
vide a showcase for contempo- 
rary Chinese printmaking, and 
inspiration for the development 
of the art in the new millennium. 
Printmaking in China has reg- 
istered a series of solid achieve- 
ments over the past decade, 
and works by recently graduat- 
ed young printmaker artists ex- 
hibit a striking vitality. 

Commenting on these print- 
makers, Wu Changjiang, Dean 
of the Printmaking Depart- 
ment at the Central Academy 
of Fine Arts says, “The works 
of many young contemporary 
printmakers seem to pay less 
attention to a crudely realistic 
and literal narrative function 
and instead represent a move 
away from reflecting main- 



The Footprints in the Air 


Printmaking by Zhang Wan 

stream and mundane social 
values.” 

“In reality, they have shifted 
their focus from specifically ‘ar- 
tistic’ themes and narratives to 
personal experience and spir- 
itual connotation, expressing 
the intellectual reflection of the 
artist on the rapid changes in 
economic, cultural and value 
concepts in this period of rap- 
id social transformation,” con- 
cluded Wu. 

The exhibition presents the 
works of teachers and students 
who are not only of the same 
age but who also share aes- 
thetic ideals, and so can also 
be regarded as the work of a 
group of colleagues. 

Where: Red Gate Gallery, Dong- 
bianmen Watchtower, Chon- 
gwen District, Beijing 
When: March 2002 
Tel: 6525 1005 


MEI AO LAB OR SERVICE CO . LTD 
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Wish we were honest and faithful. Meiao man seeking for greater perfection gives you delightfully fresh 
living space. 

Professional import facilities with excellent kit, high quality service staffs with high level and 
standardization. 

House keeping: 

Cleaning defecating sterilzing for new residence. 

Floor maintaining, face-lifting polishing in kitchen and toilet. 

Commercial preserves: 

Serrice for offices, hotels, business buildings, hospitals communities, super markets, etc. 

Carpet cleaning: 

Cleaning and mainteance for all kinds of carpet. 


iteijt: Efeig: 84010926 84018543 100010 
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Real Estate Edition in English of Beijing Youth Daily, which 
is pressed every Friday is a new ad versing special one for the 
realesiate and relative industries. The English Edition is del- 
vered whit the newspaper so the media advantage is very ob- 
vious. Real Estate Edition in English of Beijing Youth Daily, 
aiming at the adver User's requests for the more pertinence, let 
the pol icy-makcrs read the relative content directly and try to 
reach the most advertisement effectiveness 

HOT TEL: 139 104 19797 84014823 
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WARWICK INTERNATIONAL 
APARTMENTS 

Were we do our job... So you can do yours. 

Special recommended villa at Lido are 
$6000/29spm/3br/fully furnished 

TEL:(01 0)67151 166 ext.3005/3006 


NWD (Hotels Investments) Limited! 

Beijing Kiu Lok Property Management Services Co Ltd 

Member of the Hong Kong Listed New World Group invites 
high-calibre applications for the post of Leasing Executives: 
Applications must possess: 

-University degree 

- presentable appearance 

- excellent inter-personal and negotiation skill 

- outgoing and aggressive personality 

- fluency of spoken English and Putonghua 

- sound sales / marketing experience and record 

- corporate client connections a definite advantage 

We offer attractive basic salary, commission and excellent ca- 
reer prospect. Please send both English and Chinese resume: 
( wiyh employment history, academic qualification, present: 
and expected salary) together with a recent photo to The Sales: 


CHINA LIFE TOWER 

mwm : 

Enquiry hotline: 

65886868 

Developer: 

Beijing Zhong Bar 
xin Real Estate 
deveiop-ment Ltd 

Designer: 

RTKL Company 


Voice 

Wanted! 

By Shi Xinyu 

E Band is a group with a con- 
tract, but no singer. 

“Warner Music has been adver- 
tising since March 25,” says Yan 
Yue, the band’s producer. “It is ur- 
gent, because everything, except 
the voice, is ready to go for E Band’s 
new disc, which was to be recorded 
in April.” 

Signed by Warner Music this 
February, E Band was established 
in 1998 by a group of musicians 
who began their rock-and-roll lives 
in the early 1990s. Since the depar- 
ture of former singer Dou Wei over 
“musical differences” with the oth- 
er band members, which released 
two discs in 1999, the band have 
been without a fixed singer. 

The current line-up have turned 
their backs on rock and roll in fa- 
vor electronic music, in a quest for 
a more modern sound. 

“The band’s new style is sure to 
be a hit,” says Yan, “and Warner 
Music also believes it will be a com- 
mercial success for them. All we 
need now is a voice to match the 
new sound.” 


E Band’s former singer Dou Wei 

Photo provided by Shan Xiaogang 


Dart Foreign Affaires 
Management Office 

* Yard architecture whih European style 
* sufficient parking space, convenient traffic, complete facilities 
and offering service around the day 
**Dart Commkerce Office 
Lit is located between CBD center and Guomao 
2 .favourable price : RMB 3 -4yuan/ squaremeter/day 
3.teiephone number:65032597 or 64951817 
**Dart Commkerce Garden 

1 .it is located in the New Olympic sphere and it is betwee foreign ac- 
count office and the Chinese-Japannese Hospital 

2. favourable price:RMB 2.8-3.5yuan/squaremeter/day 

3. telephone number:65032097 or 65032598 

My compay also has open separate foreign of-fice building with 
15000 square meter to be sold(Including property right).It is located 
m north-eastern comer of SiyuanBridge. 


SCITECH HOTEL 

BUSINESS FLOOR ON LINE 

Business Floor Standard Room: USD98+15%SC 
Business Floor Suite: USD138+15%SC 

Business Floor Duplex Suite: USD300+15%SC 

Express check in &check out Free use 3DDS Internet Lines 

One free buffet in Coffee Shop per day Dailynewspaper&Magazine Free use 
swimming pool, GYM and sauna Free income faxes 

Daily happy hours:(17:30-18:30) Welcome amenities on arrival 

One piece free pressing per day 

ADD:No.22Jianguomen wai Avenue, 
Beijing 10004P.R.China 
Tel: 8610-65123388 

Fax: 8610-65123542 
E-mail:sthotel@w.com.cn 




OToSouth of LanDao building,it'snew 
building 

OArea:3500m2-4000m2,430spm/per 

floor 

OThis building is available to Bank, Nego- 
tiable Securities, Business Center, res- 
taurant etc. 

O 24hours security & hot water 

Tel: 65958081 65958060 

Mobil: 13701350511 

13910890956 

Add:No.38 Chao Wai avenue 
Chao Yang district Beijing 


BEIJING AMBASSADOR MANSION 

Ambassabdor Mansion 
Good News! 

Newly decored apartments and offices 
Apartment styles Available! 

Range from 1 bedroom to 4 bedroom 

USDIOOO/month up 

Office Styles 

Nex area from 20m2-1600m2 

Ambassador Mansion 

is an excellent choice for your business 

or life For more information 

Call us at 010-64384093 
or fax on 010-64380148 


LONGTAN APARTMENTS 
from$500/month. 34-110 sq.m 
(studio, 1 -2bedrooms) 

. Fully furnished with satellite 
TV,IDDappliances. 

24hour hot water, security, 
plentiful parking 
. near the Temple of Heaven, 
Chongwen District 

call now for more details. 
67115358 67128749 


City Plaza(Phasel)And 
Palace International 

Address: 3 A, Shi Lipu,Chaoyang District, Beijing,China 
Transportation: convenientlyclosetoChaoyangRoad, J ingtong 

Express Way, and Ciyunsi Bridge of the 4th Ring Road 
Services !Receptionist(Lobby), Tickets, Room Service, HomeMaid. 

Room Cleaning,Home Appliance Repairs, and Flowers. 
Rental Returns: usD900.00-2200per month 
Current Occupation Rate: offices: ioo%:Department 95 . 7 % 
Business Tax: 0 . 4 % 

Management F ees : PalacelntemationaLRMBSOO per square me- 
ter per month for Cleaning, Security(in-door and out-door) Vegetation, Eleva- 
tors, Elevators, Minor Repairs, Room. 

HOT TEL65561798 


Sunflower Tower 

Investors: Philipp Holzmann Anlagen Gmbh 
location: No.37,Maizidian Street, Chaoyang District, Beijing Next] 
to the LiangMa Hotel.Located atthe East3rdRing Road 
Area: 817square meters(based on architectural area)on24th Floor 
ASklliy rent: USD28/month/sqm(gross including management) 
Communication: supplied nodes IDD lines and 4MB of Capacit^ 
ISDN is availabie 

Elevator: 10KONE elevators HVAC System:Four-pipe system 
Amenities: Busines center, Exhibition facilities, Retail space 
Existing Tenants: Walt Disney, BASY,KONE,E-turtle Nex 

work 

Tel:85275696-608 
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64055786 


this newspaper's perennial legal adviser :Beijing jingtai law office 

undertaking mostly: 

1 real estate business that buyuent and manage kinds of licences in Beijing; 

2 , foreign cases > maritime > finance , bond , important and difficult affiairs; 

3 > debL economy contracts foreign marriage cases criminal defense; 

4, notarizations; 

5, holding perennial legal advisers for foreign enterprises , providing legal assistance; 

6 ^ providing law, regulations and contract versions in any languageSo 

TEL:86- 10-8352 12 18 FAX:86-10-83525557 

http://www.venus-law.com e-mail :jt@venus-law. com 


By Shi Xinyu 

Movie star Xu Jinglei is enjoying her moment in this 
dry and windy spring as the recipient of the first Individ- 
ual Film Producing License, issued by the State Adminis- 
tration of Radio, Film and Television. Xu will not only play 
the lead role in the movie Daddy and /, due to start film- 
ing soon, but also produce and distribute the movie herself 
with her own private investment. 

Before February 1 this year, the right of producing films 
in China was still firmly held by officially licensed film stu- 
dios. When individuals wanted to invest in or produce a 
film, they had to cooperate with a film studio or at least 
make the film under the trademark of a studio. 

Xu’s good luck is the result of a recent revision of the 
policy by the administration. According to the new policy, 
anyone may now produce and distribute a film providing 
they obtain an Individual Film Producing License. The 
move breaks the monopoly held by the film studios and al- 
lows private investors to produce films independently. 

“The aim of the new policy is to encourage non-state- 
owned enterprises to invest in the film industry,” says 
Zhou Jiandong, vice-head of the administration’s Film 
Bureau. 


Independent Films 
Get Thumbs-up 


So far, three applications for independent film making 
licenses have been lodged. Xu’s is the first company to pass 
scrutiny for both the project’s screenplay and the compa- 
ny’s financial capacity. 

As the first to benefit from the change, Xu is excited. 
“It is very significant, not only for me, but for the whole 
Chinese film industry. Although Daddy and I is just a low- 
budget film, the fact that it is an independent production 
has attracted many young professionals to join in.” 

Many young directors share Xu’s enthusiasm. Lu Ch- 
uan, a director whose first work, The Missing Gun , has 
recently brought him into the spotlight, believes that the 
new policy will bring new directors more opportunities. 
“To relax the controls on film producing will give us more 
space to survive in,” Lu says, “Because more capital can be 
invested into films via more channels.” 

However some have voiced concern that the new policy 
is more show than substance. “The existing censorship of 
screenplays and films should be the root of the film-pro- 
ducing right,” Cui Zi’en, a professor at the Beijing Film 
Academy says. “The new license system can help, but it is 
not a substantial enough change.” 


Dance Festival Targets Young Fans 


By Zhu Lin 

The Fourth China Modern Dance Festi- 
val kicks off in April, with two months of 
creative dance programs aimed at inspiring 
young people’s passion for modern per- 
forming arts. 

As part of the festival, Beijing Modern 
Dance Company will give performances in 
eight colleges in the capital from April 8 to 
23. Artistic director Willy Tsao will give lec- 
tures to the students about the culture of 
modern dance. 

Local and international programs include 
Folkwang Tanzstudio, a German dance com- 
pany that will perform two pieces named 
Emerging and Solo. Expressions Dance 
Company from Australia will present their 
distinctive Alone Together and Jigsaw. The 


Hell of Desire, performed by Beijing Mod- 
ern Dance Company, will show young cho- 
reographer Cui Kai’s 
interpretation of de- 
sire in life. 

Six college 
dance orga- 
nizations from 
Beijing, Guangxi and 
Tianjin will also 
festival, performing 
May 24 to 27. 
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BUSINESS AGENT 


BEDING CONSULTING SERVICE CENTER FOR INDUSTRIAL AND COMMERCIAL AFFAIRS 


BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES 


AD.PLACE.TEL : ( 86)01 0-88552079/80 13601226884 

AD.E-mail:premedia@263.net 


BEIJING ZHONGOING KONICA PRODUCTS AGENT CO.ITD 




BEIJING TRADEMARK AGENCY 


TEL: 68083066 68081369 
FAX: 68081370 

isdbffi 2 - 
1161 

16th Floor Yue tan Tower 
No.2 Yue Tan North Street 
Xicheng District Beijing 


The center handles applications for enterprise 
and foreign enterprise permanent office in Beijing registration. 

J*±ih 1 7 107-109 £ 

RM107-109,N0.7,XIYUAN HOTEL, N0.1,SANLIHELU,HAIDIAN, BEIJING. 
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pi BeiJing PRE-MEDIA Advertising Company 

RE -MEDIA 

A well-known professioned company 

We provide following services: 

★Market strategy, promotion and design, Boutique agency 
★Advertisement Managencent of plane Media, TV advertisement 
( ★ Buying Representative 


Quality service obtain honour welcome to consultation 

TEL:88552081 
FAX:88552079 
MOBILE: 13601226884 
^ E-mail: pieere@sina.com 
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KONICA 7045 
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DIGITAL INPUT/OUTPUT STATION 


*600 X 600dpi fir ATP flu HH 

* mti in m m 3.9 & 

90 

*32MB E-RDH 

KEY FEATURES: 

> 45 cpm/ppm 

> 600 X 600 dpi for Input & Output 

> Graphic User Interface 

> FCOT:3.9 Seconds 

> WUT:Less than 90 Seconds 

> 32MB Standard Memory E-RDH 


Tel 363465432 63464797 MP:13901151799 % 363448206 Post:100054 
Add Room 3A407,Pengrun Jiayuan(ffi]|i]^!§),Caihuying Cloverleaf Junction, Fengtai District, Beijing, China 


Eagle kite made by Zhang Zexi 

Ancient Flight 
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BEIJING PRE-MEDIA Advertising Co., Ltd. is the 
PRE^MiDIA exclusive advertising agency of the Business Ser- 
vice page of«Beijing Today)). We will play the bridge 
on the cooperation between bussiness service com- 
pany of our country and foreign business. 


AD PLACE ( t 

Business surrogate relate to foreigner, enterprise 
registration, tax service, trademark, patent and 
copyright registration, etc. 

Business training and cooperation 

International transport 

♦&7f 

Technique and culture communication 

International investigation and financing 

commercial consultation, public relationship and 
surrogate 

Business meeting, off ice and business tour 
Office equipment 


CONSULTING 

Let us help you to extend you visa 
or change visa status 
Tel:65674187 

Mobile: 13001039008 13910101133 
(San Ze synthesize Trading) 
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Possess of certain marketing resourse, plan to invest exhibition, design & 
produce. Now looking for foreign capital to joint venture and cooperation. 
Aim 

♦Introducing advantage experiences and technologies from design 
and produce of overseas exhibitions. 

♦ Introducing trademark, administration and marketing promotion 
from overseas exhibitions vocation. 

♦ Introducing certain quantity capital to enlarge scale. 

Welcome to connect to us. 

Tel:13701378266 


By Li Dan 

The history of kites (Feng Zheng in Chinese) in China can 
be traced back 2,000 years to the Han Dynasty, when military 
official Han Xin is said to have used kites in land surveying. 
Emperor Liangwu in the Five Dynasties Period (A.D. 907-923) 
tried and failed to use a kite to send letters. 

In the Tang Dynasty (A.D. 618-907) a military official used 
a kite to signal for help when surrounded by enemies; he was 
finally rescued. 

Kites gradually became accepted as toys rather than items 
of military equipment during the Tang Dynasty. By the 
Song Dynasty (A.D. 960-1279) there were already vari- 
ous kinds of kites closely related to people’s daily life. 

The kite’s popularity is said to have reached its high 
point in the Qing Dynasty, and visitors to the Forbidden City 
can still see three huge kites that were favorites of the last Em- 
peror, Pu Yi. In Dream of The Red Chamber (Hong Lou Meng 
written in the mid- 18th century during the Qing Dy- 
nasty), Cao Xueqin described vividly how the daughters of court 
officials and their servants in Da Guan Yuan (AjCS) played 
with various kinds of kites every day. 

The Chinese kite began its journey around the world in the 
12th century, going first to North Korea, then to Japan, Malay- 
sia, Europe and North America. The aerodynamic principles of 
the kite showed the way in developing aircraft - in the hall of 
National Air and Space Museum in Washington hangs a huge 
Chinese kite, recording the earliest aircraft in human history 
was a Chinese kite carrying a torch signal. 


Kiting Tricks 


Shay an (swallow) 
made by Zhang Zexi 


kite 


Picture by Xie Feng 


When you see children busy run- 
ning here and there trying to get their 
kite airborne, while an old man sits qui- 
etly with his kite flying higher than anyone 
else’s, you will understand that kite-flying 
needs special skills. First of all, though, you need 
a good-quality kite. 

How to choose a good kite 

Zhang Zexi (a.k.a. Fengzheng, “Kite”, Zhang 
has loved kites since childhood. After 20 
years making them himself, Zhang has invent- 
ed his own style of kite framework and design. 
He has won many awards in flying competi- 
tions. Zhang shared some kite-shopping tips 

with Beijing Today: 

“There are two ways of judging whether a kite is good or not - ap- 
pearance and practical value. A real kite should meet both standards, be- 
ing beautiful and able to fly very high. To tell the truth, 80% of kites in 
Beijing’s shopping malls, folk markets or street stands cannot fly really 
high, especially the ones on the expensive counters in shopping malls. 
Most of them are for display and decoration. 

“You cannot try the kite in shopping malls, but you should also never 
believe a street stand owner’s flying exhibition, as he has already secretly 
added a long tail to the kite or put something heavy in the lighter side. 

“You cannot simply judge the real quality of a kite from the price. Gen- 
erally speaking, broad and solid kites are easy to fly high. 

Then follows the hard-wing kite, such as the Beijing Swal- 
low kite (Sha Yan). 

The soft-wing kite is a little hard to deal with. 

There are many of these kites in the market, all with 
dazzling shapes and colors. It would be better to take a 
soft-wing kite home as a wall decoration.” 

Where and when to fly 

Pay close attention to the weather forecast in advance. 

Sunny weather with force 2-3 wind is the most suitable. 

Choose a wide and level place without any tall buildings 
around. Beginners should keep far away from rivers, lakes or 
ponds, as once the kite is touched by water it is useless. 

Where to buy your kite 

Hong Qiao Market J#, recommended by Kite Zhang), Tiantan- 

donglu, Chongwen District, opposite of east gate of The Temple of Heav- 
en, Tel: 67133354. 

Huasheng Tianqiao Folk Culture Market (^f P % , rec- 

ommended by Kite Zhang), west side of Panjiayuan Flea Market. Turn 
left out of west gate of Panjiayuan Flea Market, walk to the end of the 
road and Tianqiao Market is to your right. 

Panjiayuan Flea Market (^^010^^1#), beside east southern 
Third Ring Road, Chaoyang District. Time: 9am-5pm. 

Yabaolu Market 
^-rjfj^), A 16 Chaoyangm- 
enwai Dajie, Chaoyang Dis- 
trict, 65993523. 

Stores at the end of the 
Silk Market 

Main shopping malls in 
Beijing. 

Kite Zhang, if you be- 
lieve your Chinese, you can 
contact 68363725 for the 
genuine folk handmade kite 
and kite-making skills. 

A kite stand in Hong Qiao Market 

Photo by Chen Shuyi 


Now Beijing’s real spring is around the corner, sidewalks and 
parks are filled with men, women and children from all walks of life 
brightening the skies with a multitude of multicolored kites. Why not 
share in the inspiration and excitement of the kite season? 


Soar into Spring 




Hard-wing 


So ft- wing 


String-like 


Board 


Western style 


Chinese kites can be 
divided into five catego- 
ries, hard-wing, soft-wind, 
board, string-like and box. 
The first step of making 
a kite is to build the 
kite frame, usually 
using a slim bam- 
boo tube. 

Just as the names 
imply, a “hard-wing” 
kite means the two wings 
are all framed with bam- 
boo; while the “soft-wing” 
kite only has one side of 
the wing framed by bam- 
boo, leaving the wing float- 
ing freely when flying. 

The “string-like” 
kite consists of sever- 
al small kites along a 
single thread - the Chi- 
nese dragon and centi- 
pede kites are the best 
known of this kind. 
Board kite often 
comes in the form of 
Chinese animals. 
The “box” style 
features palace lan- 
terns, wine bottles and 
airplanes. 

Chinese kites usually 
represent animals or fig- 
ures from ancient Chi- 
nese stories and legends, 
whereas European and 
American kites usually 
come in simple geo- 
metrical forms. 


Notice: 

Since 1985, each year at the beginning of April, 
International Kite Federation holds the Interna- 
tional Kite Tournament in Wei Fang (%%&) - the 
Kite Capital of the world in Shandong Province. 


Huiyuan Apartments 

ready to rent 


With high, medium and economy 
standard. 

Broadband multi-media e-com- 
merce net service in each flat. 
Welcome your visit. 

Tel: 64923528/64923529 
64992660/64910545 
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A Tale of Two City Centers 



By Wang Dandan 
Shanghai success story 

Every 12 days, a 30-storey 
building is completed in the 
Shanghai finance and trade zone 
of Lujiazui in Shanghai Pudong 
New Area since it opened in 
1990. 

More than 550 buildings have 
been built in Lujiazui, with 336 
in use. 

With a total 13.5 billion yuan 
of investment, 10 projects will 
begin construction in a new 850 
million square meter area. 

Singapore Investment has 
spent US$ 4.2 million buying 
70,000 square meters of in Luji- 
azui land for office building con- 
struction. 

The world’s tallest building: 
the Global Finance Center, will 
also begin construction this year. 
The headquarters of Shanghai 
Bank, five-star hotels, Tangchen 
Seascape Apartments and an- 
other four projects will start in 
the near future. 

The extended Shangri-la 
project, office buildings backed 
by Singapore Investment and 
Shanghai Dolphinarium just had 
contracts signed. 

Lujiazui specialty 

As the only national develop- 
ment zone specializing in finance 
and trade, Lujiazui dedicates 
more than 28 square kilometers 
to finance, trade, commerce and 
real estate. 

Lujiazui’s edge is finance and 


trade, says Hu. More than 60 
percent of foreign finance prop- 
erty in China is in Pudong. 

There are 179 financial orga- 
nizations and 49 foreign banks 
in Lujiazui. The headquarters 
of 28 international, 34 domestic 
and 80 joint-venture companies 
are gathered in the area. 

Lujiazui functions as five 
groups: international banking, 
foreign and domestic trade, 
headquarters of international 
companies, tourism and luxury 


apartments. 

Lujiazui will also try to at- 
tract another 180-200 foreign 
and domestic organizations with- 
in five years, said Chen Wei, dep- 
uty director of development at 
the Pudong New Area Trade and 
Finance Bureau. 

Meanwhile back home 

Beijing Central Business Dis- 
trict was established in 1994, four 
years after Shanghai, said Yang 
Shanhua, spokesman of Beijing 


CBD office. It’s not all up and run- 
ning yet, with the only projects the 
Beijing Fortune Center and the 
third phase of the China World 
Trade Center. 

But there are other projects 
approved including Beijing Tele- 
vision Center, International New 
Town, Soho New Town and Yihe 
International Center. 

Statistics confirm that the 
Beijing central business district 
trails behind Shanghai in finance 
and trade. Beijing’s district is 24 
square kilometers smaller than 
Shanghai’s 28 square kilometers. 

There are 43 office buildings, 
apartments and hotels in the 
7-million-square-meter area, with 
92 global 500 companies including 
Motorola, Hewlett-Packard, Ford 
and Samsung in the area. 

No need to compete 

Beijing does challenge Shang- 
hai, said Chen Wei. He sees no 
need for such competition be- 
tween the two sides. 

He suggests New York and 
Washington as examples of eco- 
nomic and political centers. Both 
enjoy their own advantages. 

Shanghai doesn’t need a “sili- 
con valley” and Beijing does not 
have to compete very much in 
terms of finance and trade with 
Shanghai. 

But regardless of their separate 
futures, both Beijing and Shang- 
hai will continue to compete in 
attracting foreign investment and 
companies. 


Apartment Prices 


Luxury 

Lido Courts 
Rent: USD 2,200-9,000 
Description: Complex in- 
cludes Holiday Inn Lido Ho- 
tel, service and non-service 
apartments (newly renovat- 
ed) and offices. 

With 364 units in total, rang- 
ing from Studio to 5 beds, 
around 68-356 gross square 
meter. 

Location: Chaoyang dis- 
trict. Close to Airport Ex- 
pressway. 

Facilities: Country Club, 
International Schools, Drug- 
store, Starbucks, Deli and 
Post Office. 

Ascott 

Rent: USD 2,800-13,500 
Description: Another 

brand new, fully furnished 
serviced apartment, range 
from 1 bed to 4 beds (Pent- 
house), with gross sqm range 
from 75-289 square meters. 
Location: Chaoyang dis- 
trict. Opposite to China 
World Hotel, and next to 
Hewlett-Packard & Motoro- 
la Buildings. 

Facilities: Residents’ lounge, 
fitness center, children’s play- 
room, indoor heated swim- 
ming pool, sauna and steam 
rooms, Jacuzzi, aerobics room, 
business center, restaurants 
and minimart. 

Regular 

East Gate Plaza 
Rent: USD 2,450-8,300 
Description: European 

style interior with open 
kitchens. Extensive indoor 
shopping plaza. 

With 332 units in total, 2 
beds-4 beds, 135-319 gross 
square meters. 

Location: Dongcheng dis- 
trict. Close to Second Ring 
Road. 

Facilities: Health club, sau- 
na, swimming pool, super- 
market, shopping center, 
bank and post office. 

Landmark Towers 
Rent: USD 1,350 - 4,900 


Description: Within the 
complex is a small shopping 
arcade. All are service apart- 
ments with hotel style ac- 
commodations. 248 units in 
total, 1-3 beds, 42-153 net 
square meters. 

Location: Chaoyang dis- 
trict. Near Lufthansa Shop- 
ping Center. 

Facilities: Health club, 

swimming pool, tennis court, 
restaurants, bank, super- 
market and playground. 

Economy 

Ju Long 

Rent: USD 1,000- 5,000 
Description: Villas and 

apartments available. 398 
units, 1-4 beds, 105-347 
square meters. 

Location: Chaoyang dis- 
trict. Near Worker’s Stadi- 
um and Swissotel. 
Facilities: Sauna, health 
club, billiards, table tennis, 
restaurants, function room 
and conference. 

Warwick International 
Rent: USD 700-1,600 
Description: Service apart- 
ment with large windows 
and open kitchen. Situated 
in a courtyard setting. 
Convenient outdoor parking. 
With 152 units, 34-78 net 
square meters, studio to 2 
beds. 

Location: Chongwen dis- 
trict. Near Second Ring 
Road. 

Facilities: Gym, coffee shop, 
and picnic area. 

Jing An Center: 

Rent: US$23-27/month/sqm 
Location: Zuojiazhuang, 

Chaoyang District. 

It is close to Beijing Inter- 
national Exhibition Center, 
Royal Hotel and Carrefour 
Supermarket. 

The above information is for 
reference only and provided by 
DTZ Debenham Tie Leung. 

For further information, please 
go to www.dtz.com or 
www.dtz.bj.cn, or 
residential@dtz. bj.cn 


“HOUSING” welcomes your feedback: What kind of difficul- 
ties do you encounter when looking for housing in Beijing? What 
kind of information do you need? With what can we help you? Our 

e-mail: housing@ynet.com Tel:6590-2522 Fax: 6590-2525 



Q Target: Beijing Landmark Hotel 

When: 5pm-6pm, Tuesday, Mar 26 th 
Hotel Detective: Li Dan 

Firja Ryikonen, Finland 

I feel very comfortable living here. Everything is perfect and I es- 
pecially like the cozy room atmosphere during the night. They have 
nearly 10 lamps in each room, wherever you feel it’s needed. 

Beate Ordnung, Germany 

This is a very nice hotel with a golden location and high qual- 
ity service. It’s very convenient for me because I work in the Land- 
mark Office building. 

I love the breakfast especially. From what I hear, many other 
hotels don’t provide free breakfast, but here I’m not afraid of pay- 
ing 150 yuan again for my breakfast. 

Johnson Wong, Hong Kong 

I prefer the Chinese-style decoration in the lobby, and especial- 
ly the traditional Chinese tea tables in the lounge. Of the famous 
5-star hotels like the Great Wall and Kunlun, here for me is much 
more amiable. Very clean and quiet. 


Studio Apartments 
Come to Capital 


By Wang Dandan 

Studio apartments with one 
room in each unit were introduced 
to the Beijing real estate market 
early this year. 

Target clients 

They aim at small companies 
with no more than 10 workers, 
mostly engaged in advertising, 
trade, consultancy and the Inter- 
net: creative thinkers. 

Studio and soho 

Small Office Home Office 
(SOHO) has large storage capacity 
and can be personally designed by 
its owner, says artist-tumed-archi- 
tect Ai Weiwei. 

A studio is a little different. It’s 
three in one: commercial surround- 
ings, office and home. 

Simple, luxury studios 

A simple studio project usually 
locates near the Third Ring Road 
and sell at less than 250,000 yuan 
for about 40 square meters. Clubs, 
swimming pool, living facilities, 


satellite television, pure water and 
broadband are a must for the sim- 
ple studio. 

A luxury studio is more, much 
more. On top of the basics men- 
tioned above, a luxury studio 
supplies more commercial ser- 
vices. A 60-square-meter studio 
costs about 500,000 yuan, with 
full decoration and some office 
equipment. 

The project should also pro- 
vide shared services such as 
lawyers, accounting clerks and 
secretaries. It will also offer all 
the residential service. A special 
information area is also allocat- 
ed in a community space. 

A simple studio emphasizes 
living standards, while a luxury 
studio lean toward more invest- 
ment and feedback. 

Century Star, a simple studio 
project, and Euro Classic, a lux- 
ury studio project will be com- 
pleted in July 2003. 



Toil and Trouble 
in Phoenix Town 


By Wang Dandan 

The developer says he is ad- 
dressing all his buyers’ concerns 
in good faith. The first residents 
of Phoenix Town say they will be- 
lieve it when they see it. But what- 
ever anyone believes or says in 
this case, it seems fair to say the 
foreign-approved residential area 
near the Third Ring Road has en- 
joyed a troubled history. 

Before being handed their keys, 
buyers of the first phase demand- 
ed a meeting with the developer. 
They all met on March 15. The is- 
sues that arose are an object les- 
son in paying attention to the fine 
detail of new apartment contract. 
True colors 

Some buyers loathed the or- 
ange-red-blue-gray building exte- 
rior, saying it was out of harmony 
with the environment. After ne- 
gotiations, the developer promised 
to proffer two plans for buyers to 
choose a different color. The buyers 
agreed. 

Poplars popular 

At time of purchase, buyers say 
the salesperson promised 20,000 
square meters of white poplars. To- 
day, there are 20 -30 standing be- 
tween the two buildings. 

“I will plant more trees,” Phoe- 
nix Town Project Manager Lin 
Cheng told Beijing Today , “but the 
quantity will not be 20,000 square 
meters.” The whole project was not 
completed yet, he said. 

Only the first phase was fin- 
ished. “As the second and third or 
even a fourth phase were all com- 
pleted, there will be green space of 
more than 20,000 square meters.” 
Lin used the word “green space,” 
not “white poplar”. 

Buyers say they were prom- 
ised municipal heating, but instead 
got the more expensive communal 
boiler. 

But the buyers have no written 
record of the promise and the an- 
nual heating cost has risen 6 yuan 
a square meter. “There might be 
a misunderstanding between the 
two sides,” said Lin. “Some sales- 
men were not very clear about the 
fact, which resulted in misleading 
purchasers.” 

The road beside Phoenix Town 
was supposed to be their own pri- 
vate road, say the buyers. But now 



Photo by Li Shuzhuan 


the buyers say they have learned 
that before the project even start- 
ed, the road was planned for gener- 
al public use. That road now runs 
alongside Phoenix Town. 

But Lin says this road be fenced 
off from the community after the 
project is completed. But there will 
also be private roads within the 
residential area (see map). The de- 
veloper says he didn’t change the 
road plan or break the contract. 
Developer improvements 

The developer enlarged the win- 
dows of each apartment for a signif- 
icant expense. The developer also 
upgraded cabinet doors to a high- 
er standard. The developer has ne- 
gotiated with Zhonghai Property 
Management to minimize the man- 
agement charge from 3.46 yuan 
per square meter per month to 3 
yuan. 

The developer also provided all 
property management fees for the 
first year after purchase. The de- 
veloper has installed a satellite TV 
decoding machine in each apart- 
ment. The developer believes these 
gesture go a long way toward dem- 
onstrating good faith. 

From legal angle 

When buying a new apartment, 
Xu Chendi of Zhongsheng Law 
Firm says it is important to in- 
clude in the contract everything 
promised by the salesperson. 

“Even if there is disagreement 
between the purchaser and de- 
veloper,” says Xu, “the best solu- 
tion is to negotiate in a peaceful 
way. 

“Of course it would be better if 
there was no discussion at all and 
all buyers might move smoothly 
into their new apartments.” 


Who Handles Property Rights Certificate? 


By Hydie Wang 
Dear editor: 

I’ve decided to pur- 
chase an apartment. 
However, when I was 
about to sign the contract 
and required the develop- 
er to handle the property rights 
certificate of the apartment I’ve 
chosen within a year, the sales- 
man was reluctant to make a 
promise. To better understand 
the responsibility, could you tell 
me who should handle the certif- 
icate procedures? 

Regards Tom 


Dear Tom: 

According to the relevant 
rules, it is the purchaser who 
should go through the proce- 
dures of the property rights 
certificate. The developer can 
only serve as an assistant. 
But the developer should provide 
relevant documents required by 
Beijing Real Estate Bureau to help 
you to get the certificate. If the de- 
veloper failed to provide such docu- 
ments, you have the right to reject 
the apartment and get the deposit 
back. 




Pictures by Xie Feng 
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Movies 
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Beijing Ctrl +i - Electronic 
Bands 

Super Market & Long Kuan live 
show, DJs till late. 

Where: Club Vogue 88#, Dong- 
zhongjie, Sanlitun, Chaoyang Dis- 
trict. When: April 12, from 10:30pm. 
Tel: 13910062444. 

Live Bars 

Live performance by ‘Hippy Cat’ 
and ‘Smile’, Get Lucky Bar, 
64299019, March 29, 8 pm. ‘Radia- 
tion’, Schiller’s 3, 65931078, March 
29, 9 pm. Blues and pop from 
‘Swing Fish’, Durty Nellies Irish 
Pub, 65022808, March 30, 9 pm. 




Ctffifiag 


Where: Footpath east of the Ming 
Tombs, Huairou County, north of 
Beijing. 

When: March 30. 

Walking time: three hours. 

Pick up: 8:30am at the Lido out- 
side Starbucks, 9am at Capital Para- 
dise’s main gate. 

Return: 4-5pm. 

Cost: 150 yuan per adult, 100 
yuan per child under 12. 

How to join: bjhikers@ 

yahoo.co.uk and 13701003694. 


Paiting by Yang Mingyi 


The Images of Ideas 

Ten artists, including Zhao 
Liang, Wang Guofeng and Liao 
Bangming. 

Where: Shangri-la Art Gal- 
lery, Feijiacun, Zuigezhuang, 
Chaoyang District. When: March 
30 -April 5. Tel: 64364785 

The Spring of South Chi- 
na 

By Yang Mingyi. Born in 1943, 
graduated from Central Acade- 
my of Fine Arts, Yang’s works 
have been exhibited many times 
at home and abroad. 

Where: Melodic Art Gallery, 
14 Jianwaidajie, opposite the 
Beijing Friendship Store. When: 
April 1-30, 9am-5pm. Admis- 
sion: free. Tel: 65158123. 

A German in China 

By Nadono Hana, a German 
artist born in 1960. She has 
painted in Germany for 20 years. 
Her style is European but also 
manifests concerns about daily 
Chinese life. 

Where: Han Mo Gallery. 

When: till May 4, Tue-Fri, noon- 
8pm; Sat-Sun, llam-9pm. Tel: 
64166254. 



Fit Fiddlers from Britain 

The band comprises four members, 
Haylie Ecker, Eos, Gay-Yee Westeroff and 
Tania Davis. Their debut album, Born, 
went gold all across Europe. 

Where: Worker’s Stadium, Sanlitun, 
Chaoyang District. When: April 5, 7 :30pm. 
Tel: 65016655. 
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Friday 

Cloudy to overcast 

March 29 

Max: 15C. Min: 5C. 


Saturday 
March 30 

Cloudy to clear 
Max: 22C. Min: 6C. 


Sunday ^ 
March 3 1 

Clear to cloudy 
Max:16C.Min: 5C. 


Beijing Hash House Harriers - A 
Drinking Club with a Running Prob- 
lem 

Hash NR 999A 30 March at the Great 
Wall (Huanghuacheng) 

Hairs: Alexander and Artsy 
This is a Great Wall run & camping 
trip. Saturday: bus to the destination, 
hash on Saturday and bus back (optional 
camping on Saturday night). 

Gather at 10:30am, leave at 11am from 
Mexican Wave, 150 meters north from 
the Guiyou Department Store. Stop off at 
Worker’s Stadium to pick up members. 
Lunch at location at Great Wall (on own 
account) 2 hour run/walk at and around 
Great Wall. Dinner on location at Great 
Wall (BBQ trout). Arrive back at Mexican 
Wave around 9pm. Bring warm clothes. 
When: Saturday, March 30. 

Fee: 100 yuan before March 27, 

120 yuan on the day (camp costs 
are extra for extra meals and trans- 
portation back). 


Doctor’s Talk 

Vaccinations - what do you 
need? Emergency situation - 
what to do? Local medical 
facilities - how good are 
they? Each month, SOS 
holds a free informative ses- 
sion on medical issues perti- 
nent to healthy living and 
travelling in China. Ques- 
tions can be answered by 
an SOS doctor. Dr. Tom 
Van Den Bossche 


Holy Saturday Concert 

By International Festival Chorus & Or- 
chestra. Conductor: Nicholas Smith. So- 
prano: Amanda Marie Osman. Alto: Zhang 
Yuan. Tenor: Li Bing. Bass: Ma Yi. Organ: 
Shen Yue. Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart Re- 
quiem in D Minor, K.626; William Byrd: 
Ave Verum Corpus; Gregorio Allegri: Miser- 
ere; Antonio Lotti: Crucifixus. 

Where: Forbidden City Concert Hall, 
Zhongshan Park. When: March 30, 

7:30pm. Admission: 30-280 yuan. Tel: 
65598285. 

Gateway to Music Series - World’s 
Greatest Hits (in Chinese) 

By Sound of Spring Chorus. Conductor: 
Qiu Li. Program: Summer Nights in Ven- 
ice, The Blue Danube, Home Sweet Home, 
and more. 

Where: Forbidden City Concert Hall. 
When: March 31, 2pm. Admission: 10-60 
yuan. Tel: 65598285. 

Symphony Concert 

By Beijing Symphony Orchestra. Conduc- 
tor: Tan Lihua. Program: Wagner: Prelude 
to Tristan und Isolde; Richard Strauss: Till 
Eulenspiegel’s Merry Pranks; Shostakovich: 
Symphony No. 11 in G minor Op. 103. 

Where: Forbidden City Concert Hall. 
When: March 31, 7:30pm. Admission: 
30-380 yuan. Tel: 65598285. 

Weekend Concert 

By Central Musical and Dance The- 
ater’s folk music troupe. 

Where: National Library Concert Hall, 
33 Zhongguancun Nandajie, Haidian Dis- 
trict. When: March 30, 2:30pm. Admis- 
sion: 10-30 yuan. Tel: 68485462. 

Classical Waltz 

By People’s University Orchestra. Con- 
ductor: Jiang Xiongda. 

Where: National Library Concert Hall. 
When: March 30, 7:30pm. Admission: 
20-80 yuan. Tel: 68485462. 



Where: Beijing International SOS Clin- 
ic, 2F Training Room, Building C, BITIC 
Leasing Center, 1 Xingfusancun Beilu, Cha- 
oyang District. When: April 2, 6-7pm. Ad- 
mission: free. Tel: 64620555 ext. 272 

International Friendship Football 
Club 

Men’s, Women’s and Youth Football ev- 
ery weekend. Anyone (from beginner to 
high level) is welcome to join a team; ex- 
isting teams are also welcome to join. 

Location is grass fields near 
Wangjing. 

Fee: 100 yuan / 50 yuan for one-year 
season (for students and members). Tel: 
62347106. Web: www.triggerfish.de/iffc. 
Email: iffc@263.net.cn 


Live Football 

Friday March 29 - Party 
night, 1:30pm, Asian football; 
6:30pm, Spanish Primera Liga, 
Spanish League Highlights; 
7:25pm, International friendly, 
England vs Italy; 9pm, English 
Premiership, Newcastle vs 
Everton Live. Saturday March 
30 - Football tournament, 
7 :55pm, English Premiership, 
Leeds vs Manchester United 
live; 10:55pm, English Pre- 
miership match live; 1:35am 
Middlesbrough vs Tottenham 
Hotspur live. 

Where: The Club Football 
Center. 

Tel: 64170497. 


Monday 
April 1 

Cloudy 

Max: 23C. Min: 6C. 


Wednesday ^ 
April 3 

Cloudy to overcast, 
light rain 

Max: 17C. Min: 4C. 


Tuesday 
April 2 

Clear to cloudy 
Max: 19C.Min: 7C. 


Thursday ** 
April 4 

Overcast, light 
rain 

Max: 15C.Min: 5C. 


We are glad to receive your 
feedback. We will print employ- 
ment, language exchange and 
accommodation info for individ- 
uals. Feel free to email us at 
bjtodayinfo @ ynet.com or call 
65902520. By Priscilla / Lydia 


Chinese Culture Club 

White Pagoda Tour 

Visit the Watchtower and old city 
walls to witness the downfall of their 
old neighbors. Take this last chance to 
see the local houses before they are 
gone forever. 

Where: 1:50pm at the north side 
of Dongbianmen Watchtower (where 
is Red Gate Gallery located), tell the 
driver: Dong (1) Bian (4) Men (2), 
Chongwen District. When: March 30, 
Sat.2-3:30pm. 

Lecture on bronze mirror at an- 
cient dressing tables. 

When: April 6, Sat.2-4:30 pm. 

Learn to make traditional Chinese 
Kites from an old kite collector and 
maker. 

When: April 7, Sun. 2:00-4:30 pm. 

Tel: 84622081/13501035145 (Feng 
Cheng) or visit www. 

chinesecultureclub.org. 



Telecom, Media and 
Technology (TMT) 


Media Event Topic: What will 
media in China look like in 2010? 
When: April 4-th. Participants: Rep- 
resentatives from CNN, Sony Mo- 
tion Pictures, City Weekend, and 
others. 

Venture Capital Event Topic: 
How are VC’s investing in China? 
When: April 11th. Participants: Rep- 
resentatives from Acer, Intel Cap- 
ital, JAFCO, and Siemens (SMAC) 
Soth events: Time: 0:30 to 
3:30 p.m. Location: Kerry Center 
Hotel, Kowloon Sallroom. En- 
trance: 30 RMS / two drinks. 



Chinese Movie with English 
Subtitles 

Family Tree (Kao Shi Yi Jia Qin) 
Directed by A Gan, starring Song 
Dandan, 2000, 100 minutes. A com- 
edy that looks and laughs at stresses 
in the lives of members of a family 
of typical Beijingers - father, mother 
and teenage son - who inhabit an 
apartment that is far too small to 
contain all of their dreams. It pro- 
vides an intimate, not overly serious 
portrait of an ordinary Beijing family. 
The teenage son is under great pres- 
sure to pass his college entrance ex- 
ams. His mother, who is starting to 
feel used up as she enters middle age, 
gets involved in a TV quiz show for 
which she has to memorize an enor- 
mous quantity of dance moves. Her 
laid-off husband is starting a new 
sales job - a make-it-or-break-it deal. 
The three of them find themselves in 
more and more impossible positions. 

Where: Cherry Lane Movies, Con- 
ference Hall, Sino-Japanese Youth 
Exchange Center, 1km east of the 
Kempinski Hotel. When: April 5, 
8pm. Admission: 50 yuan. Tel: 
64615318/9. 

Italian Movie 

Roma (Fellini’s Roma, 1972) 

Directed by Federico Fellini. Lan- 
guage: Italian with English subtitles. 
Acclaimed director Federico Fellini 
brilliantly demonstrates why he is re- 
garded as “the last of the great epic 
filmmakers”, delivering “a thrilling 
personal memoir” (Newsweek) with 
this monumental and outlandish trib- 
ute to his beloved Rome. This auto- 
biography begins with Fellini as a 


youngster living in the Italian coun- 
tryside. In school he studies the eclec- 
tic but parochial history of ancient 
Rome and then is introduced as a 
young man to the real thing, arriv- 
ing in this strange new city at the 
outbreak of World War Two. Here, he 
comes to grips with a boisterous, gau- 
dy portrait of Rome. 

Where: Cultural Office of Italian 
Embassy, 2 Sanlitun Dong’eijie. 
When: April 4, 7pm. Tel: 65322187. 

French Movie - Le Dernier Met- 
ro (The Last Metro) 

Directed by Francois Truffaut 
(1932-1984), 1980. 

Where: Space for Imagination Cof- 
fee House, The Loft. When: March 30, 
7pm (Coffee House), March 31, 3pm 
(The Loft). Tel: 62791280, 65065592. 


LE 

DERNIER 
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Kungfu Movie - The One 

Starring Li Lianjie (Jet Li), Delroy 
Lindo, Carla Gugino, etc. 

When: March 26 - April 2. Where: 
China Cinema, 62254488-4299; 
Xindong’an Cinema, 65281988; Yingx- 
ie Cinema, 64207759; Stars Cinema, 
64040602; Dizhi Cinema, 66171599; 
Shengli Cinema, 66175758. 





Easter Patisserie 

To celebrate Easter, the chef at 
the Grand Hyatt Patisserie has 
created a series of chocolate and 
marzipan figures of Easter eggs 
and bunnies. On Easter Sunday 
(March 31), you also can enjoy 
Easter brunch with seafood, Medi- 
terranean dishes and much more 
for only RMB 188. Kids under 
12 will receive free gifts of chef’s 
chocolate/marzipan items. 

Where: Grand Hyatt Hotel, 1 
East Chang’an Avenue, bus 1, 4, 57 
or subway to Wangfujing. When: 
Mar 31-Apr 2. Tel: 85181234. Web- 
site: www. hyatt.com 

Painting Competition 

Parents can accompany their 
children for the Easter egg paint- 
ing contest. At noon, a family of 
three can enjoy the buffet in the 
Traders Cafe, IF World Trade Cen- 
ter. 

Where: China World Trade 
Center, 1 Jianguomenwai Dajie. 


When: March 30, 31. Fee: 360 
yuan per child (including all the 
materials and parents can accom- 
pany their children). Tel: 65052277 
ext. 35. 

Easter Sunday Brunch 

Featuring garden-fresh salads, 
main dishes and desserts, plus 
entertainment including clown & 
magic show, giant Easter egg paint- 
ing and Easter egg hunt with priz- 
es. Deli items such as Easter bunny 
& chocolate eggs are available. 

Where: Harbour Plaza Beijing. 
When: March 31, 11:30am. Fee: 90 
yuan +15%service charge per adult 
and 50 yuan for kids under 10 (free 
flow of soft drinks and local beer). 
Tel: 64362288 ext. 2617. 



Peking Opera 

By Beijing Fenglei Opera Troupe. 
Jiu Jiang Kou. 

When: March 30, 2:30pm. 

Performances: Shi Yu Zhuo, Zuo 
Gong, Ba Wang Bie Ji, Xiao Fang 
Niu, Qiu Jiang. 

When: March 29 - April 4. Where: 
Huguang Guild Hall, 3 Hufanglu, Xu- 
anwu District. Admission: 100-180 
yuan, 200, 380 yuan VIP. Tel: 
63518284. 
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Leisurely Getaway 

The Great Wall, passes, 
valleys and waterfalls - Miyun 
formed the Ming Dynasty 
frontline. But yesterday’s 
impenetrable fortress is today’s 
outdoor hiking route, ideal for 
a leisurely getaway or maybe 
something more energetic. 
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Two ancient barns are still in use 50 
meters west of the pass 



Elderly villagers cannot afford to remod- 
el their houses. Thus, the original look of 
the houses is kept 



Aerosiderite, relic of glacial epoch, be 
hind the Yun Xiu Gu 



Kitchen stove in the court- 
yard 




Where the Zhaos and the Lis meet on the 
wall 




* H 

Western wall of Xiao Kou Pass 


By Jiang Zhong 

T he largest district of 
Beijing, Miyun Coun- 
ty is mathematically 
80 percent mountain. Sima- 
tai Great Wall winds atop 
northeast Miyun’s corrugat- 
ed mountain ridge. 

Alongside, ancient passes 
which once housed garrison 
soldiers welcome another 
spring. Fourteen Great Wall 
passes were built during the 
Ming Dynasty (1368-1644) 
using the mountains as a nat- 
ural barrier. 

If making a one-day tour, 
it’s worth visiting one of these 
passes. Yao Qiao Yu (®^fpill§) 
and Xiao Kou (/J \ p ) passes are 
recommended. 

Yao Qiao Yu Pass 

Through canny advertis- 
ing in capital newspapers, Yao 
Qiao Yu has successfully im- 
proved its tourism revenue. 
Horses tied to an ancient tree 
in front of the pass entrance 
for a moment might summon 
up image fragments from the 
life of Ming Dynasty garrison 
soldiers. The hectoring horse 
owners, on the other hand, 
will quickly drown out that 
daydream. 

Seated old women pro- 
mote family-made firecrack- 
ers to visitors at the entrance. 
If the village head happens to 
pass by, he will say, “Return 


to your courtyard and amuse 
yourself with it”. 

Surrounding the village 
in lime cobblestones, the 
500-meter wall was construct- 
ed by six local wealthy fam- 
ilies. The remaining half of 
a stone tablet tells the story: 
The Zhaos and the Lis took 
the western wall. The former 
went with the white stones, 
the latter black. 

Modern houses have re- 
placed the older residences 
here, except for a few stick-in- 
the mud seniors. Their kitch- 
ens are in one comer of the 
courtyard, and a blanket is 
hung from the door frame. 
Pigs patrol the ancient man- 
gers, and donkeys are tied to 
the old millstones. 

Villagers plant red pep- 
pers or feed pigs and hens 
atop the wall. Behind and 
above: the Great Wall. 

Time for lunch? 

Local dishes are offered 
behind each gaudy door. The 
most popular here is tie bing 
zi (1 telJKF cookie made of com 
flour). Tie bing zi dai ga zhi 
(Tie bing zi with one side 
overcooked to hard shell) is 
the number one specialty of 
the locals. 

Where is Yao Qiao Yu 
Pass: Yao Qiao Yu Village, 
Xin Cheng Zi Xiang (|ff#-Y- 
^), Miyun County 

Getting there : Bus from 


Dongzhimen to Mi- 
jam, one more bus 
to the village. (Two 
and a half hours) 
Accommodation : 12 
yuan for one bed; 60 
yuan for a double room; 

12 yuan for each dish 

Tips : Walking atop the 
wall affords a fine view of the 
village and the surrounding 
scenery. Yao Qiao Yu is busier 
between April and October 

Attractions around : 

Yun Xiu Gu Sce- 

nic Spot nearby offers valley 
hiking and shooting. “Night 
Adventure through Deep Val- 
ley” and skeet-shooting were 
introduced recently. 

Contact: 8102-2307 (no 
English service) Getting to 
the attraction : Walking to the 
attraction: two minutes 

Xiao Kou Pass 

Two kilometers northwest 
of Yao Qiao Yu stands the 
larger Xiao Kou Pass. Built 
on a steep slope, the pass 
features a 1,000-meter wall. 
Residences with their origi- 
nal design occupy half of the 
pass area. Pine trees occupy 
the rest. 

Built in 1368, Xiao Kou 
was once an important pass. 
Ming emperors sent gen- 
erals to govern the pass. 
Its original name was Jiang 
Jun Tai Bao (General Ter- 
race Pass). Those residences 
with a screen wall standing 
in the front once belonged to 
the generals. 

History has also left its mark 
here. A quotation of Chairman 
Mao’s on the back of an old 
house reads: ‘TJnite and take 
part in production and politi- 
cal activities and improve the 
economic and political status of 
women.” 

Getting to Xiao Kou Pass: 
In busy season, taxi from 
Yao Qiao Yu to the pass (10 
yuan) 

Tips: 

A tour of the two passes 
takes around four hours 
(one hour for lunch in Yao 
Qiao Yu); if Yun Xiu Gu is 


added, two more hours will 
be needed. 

If not interested in sight- 
seeing at Yun Xiu Gu, then 
Simatai Great Wall would 
be right for the afternoon 
schedule. 

With its original Ming 
Dynasty look, 35 watchtow- 
ers are included along the 
19 -kilometer wall. Beijing’s 
outdoor photography enthu- 
siasts frequent the wall year 
round. 

Getting there: taxi from 
Xiao Kou Pass to the Great 
Wall (30 yuan, 25 minutes) 
Open: 8am-5pm Admittance: 
20 yuan 

Afternoon car tour 

For the outdoor enthusi- 
ast, Bai He (0>nf) Valley in 
northwest Miyun offers an re- 
sort for hiking, camping, rock 
climbing and canoeing. 

Drive along the road on 
the northern bank of the Mi- 
yun Reservoir; turn north 
at Hei Long Tan 
Black Dragon Pool). After 
two tunnels, get to the Bai 
He Valley. 

A sandy beach at the valley 
bottom offers an ideal place for 
pitching tents. The rock wall 
facing the beach is included 
in most popular rock climbing 
books in Beijing. Twelve diffi- 
culty levels are included. 

The beach camping 
might not be suitable for a 
cold spring night. Five kilo- 
meters ahead, Qing Liang 
Gu (}§)j^£r) Scenic Spot 
provides Japanese- style 
accommodation. 

Supplied by the Bai He Riv- 
er, five waterfalls and 13 pools 
line a four-kilometer strip. 

Tourists can plant peach- 
es or apricots around the sce- 
nic spot. The next year, they 
can come back and pick fruit 
from their own trees. 

Tips: The busy season at 
Qing Liang Gu begins mid 
April. When the fruit rip- 
ens, tree owners will be tele- 
phoned and asked to come 
back and pick. 

Photos by Zhao Shiyu 
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Western Xia Tombs 


By Jiang Zhong 

The Mongolians fought six wars with the 
Xia, resulting in the death of Genghis Khan 
(1162-1227), first emperor of the Yuan Dynasty 
(1206-1368). 

The Western Xia tombs near Yinchuan (fgjll), 
capital of Ningxia (jl), are worth considering on 
any serious West China tour. Scattered on the east- 
ern slope of Helanshan (35^ ill), 25 kilometers west 
of Yinchuan, the tombs house nine emperors and 
some 140 annex tombs. 

In 1038, the Tuoba group of ancient Qiang 
nationality set up the Xia regime known as Xi 
Xia or Western Xia (1038-1227). At its zenith, 
the Western Xia included today’s Ningxia Hui 
Autonomous Region, northern Shaanxi, west- 
ern Gansu, northeastern Qinghai and a fair 
slice of Inner Mongolia. 

The regime constituted its unique systems 
of politics, military, education and law, forged 
its own coins and invented its own written lan- 
guage. The history and culture of the Western 
Xia is thus exemplified by its emperors’ tombs. 

The Mongolians sacked the Xia capital in 
1227 and conducted a bloody massacre. They 
also destroyed the emperors’ tombs. But the 
pyramid-style mounds found here today once 
housed their coffins. Round or octagonal and 
about 20 meters high, they have five or seven 
stories, each built with flying rafters overlaid 
with rows of tiles. 

Rock paintings in Helanshan and San Guan 
Pass southwest of the Xia tombs also deserve a 
visit. 

Getting there: 

Train to Yin Chuan. Buses 2, 4 or 18 to the 
city center, then taxi to the tombs (30 yuan) 


The Xiao Kou Village was once a 
Great Wall garrison town 




The Great Wall in Ningxia 





